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Lectures V. 


On Stricture of the Urethra, and Diseases of the 
Bladder. 


You can scarcely know, Gentlemen, the 
pleasure it gives me to see all the prepara- 
tions we are favoured with of diseases to be 
met with. You see instances of them here ; 
the whole you will see in better order here- 
after. We have a few, and a few only, here 
of the most perfect and valuable collection 
of the cases of stricture and diseases of the 
bladder. And I hope you will not think I 
am repeating advice too often, when J re- 
mind you of your advantages in having these 
preparations before you. I remember when 
I entered the profession, about the time Sir 
E. Home published his work on the urethra, 
I saw many facts which I doubted ; I heard 
much reasoning which I could not concur 
with at all, and found conclusions come to 
which I thought hasty ; but what was to be 
done? I longed to see a stricture ; I re- 
member applying to Dr. Monro to be per- 
mitted to look through his collection ; I then 
went to Glasgow to see what was there. I 
saw the consequences of stricture, but I could 
See no preparations that evinced the nature 
of the stricture. Very soon afterwards, on 
coming to London, with the assistance of 
my young friends, 1 made a collection of 
105 specimens of stricture, and their conse- 
quences ; and it was only then, I beg you 
to understand, that I thought myself enti- 
tled to hold any opinion on the matter. But 
what is this to what you may have before 
you on any day? You here find specimens 
of every species of disease that regards those 
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parts, and you have only to consider how 
much labour, how much anxiety, and how 
much expense it must have cost Mr. Hun- 
ter to have made this collection, and you 
can have no difficulty in supposing that he 
did it not only under an impression that his 
—— was to be an emolument to him, 

ut that upon his death he was leaving to 
you a rich legacy. These then are the 
objects I have to beg you to-bear in 
mind, at the same time entreating you to 
take an opportunity of looking at these pre- 
parations. 

Now I have just drawn out a list of some 
of the principal ones, and I proceed to 
point them out to you, making some obser- 
vations on each as we proceed. You can 
see here preparations of phimosis; phimosis 
in part divided, and also paraphimosis, Now 
this gives us a fair occasion to reflect upon 
this disease. 

And the first thing I beg you to notice, 
which is very important for the young prac- 
titioner, is, that you should make a few dis- 
tinctions betwixt the natural phimosis, and 
that phimosis which is the consequence of 
inflammation, because the practice must be 
regulated accordingly. Now in the natural 
phimosis, you observe a little ligamentous 
surface at the anterior part of the prepuce. 
What an awkward thing it is to see the sur- 
geon who is to operate for this, cutting up 
the whole of the prepuce! It is astonish- 
ing to the patient himself, and horrid to a 
spectator, for by such a cutting the whole 
of the prepuce is inflamed, and upon draw- 
ing back the skin, the whole of the penis 
presents one bloody mass. To perform the 
operation properly, you take your probe, 
pass it under the margin of the prepuce, 
distinguish what part of the prepuce has 
its natural elasticity, distinguish where the 
chord is, and with a sharp bistoury divide the 
chord. Thus much in regard to the natural 
phimosis ; but an operation of a different 
kind should be performed, where the parts 
are constricted in consequence of disease. 
But there is another thing more important 
still, and that is to observe the different 
effe':; of the phimosis. Now I particu- 
larly distinguish three stages of the disease 
with different effects ; the first is where the 
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prepuce will not go back, where the secre- 
tions are accumulated, where inflammation 
and suppuration arise, and the consequence | 
is what we shall presently take notice of. | 
The next is where the prepuce goes back, | 
but where it goes batk with difficulty, and | 
when back, embraces the ends of the veins, 
so as to impede the return of the venous, 
blood, and thereby give turgescence, and 
perhaps cause strangulation. Here I might 
only say, it is better to divide the chord, | 
than to use too much violence in pressing | 
the glans ; but at present! am not showing 
ou how to treatit. But the third,—and | 
Sen to notice this in icular, because I do 
not think it is noticed in your surgical books ; 
the third de of stricture is, where the 
parts allow the prepuce to be drawn back 
and come forward again, but do not allow 
the erection of the penis ; and consequently 
during the act of the discharge of the semen, 
this stricture of the prepuce embracing the 
urethra, prevents the evacuation, produces 
a disturbance of the natural action; the 
act is not accomplished, there is a great 
irritation in the part, and an indescribable 
anxiety of miind arises ; and now you are in 
danger, for without observing the effect of 
the disease, which is to produce an irrita- 
tion, running back upon the urinary and 
seminal organs; you may be thinking of 
various diseases, and bring your patient 
into a condition requiring a long attendance 


without any benefit, when a touch ofa sharp 
pointed bistoury will in an instant remove 
the complaint, and! will venture to say you 
will have no patient more grateful for relief, 
than a patient thus affected. 


The next class of preparations we have 
here, and we are bound to look at them, or 
why did Mr. Hunter place them here? We 
have here chaneres—chancres upon the glans, 
chancres = the prepuce, and | think it 
is easy to define what was meant by this ; 
it was obviously meant, that they who ex- 
amined these preparations should be brought 
to reflect on the difference of a chancre, 
according to the place on which it falls, 
. ‘and if it falls on one part of the extremity 
of the penis, we will say, it is attended with 
mild symptoms, but if it falls on another 
part it is attended with aggravated symp- 
toms ; if it falls upon the smooth surface 
of the glans, little inflammation will be oc- 
casioned; but if, on the other hond, it falls 
on the prepuce, very considerable tume- 
faction and inflammation will take place ; 
in short, Gentlemen, I think it almost 
pointed out to us, by these preparations, 
that we should on such an occasion, that is, 
on reviewing these preparations, reflect on 
the different effects of a chancre arising 
from the part affected, and from the con- 
dition of the patient ; for if you do not re- 
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supposing that there is an infinite variety 
of this syphilitic affection, whereas the va- 
rieties are very principally dependant oa 
the part affected ; for instance, only a mild 
chanere will produce all the aggravated 
symptoms ofthe disease : you will hear of 
an irritable chancre, as if it were a new 
ulcer; you will hear of a chancre disposed 
to gangrene, as if it were a new chancre, 
whereas it is enly the simple chancre 
wholly dependent upon the recipient, and 
is the influence arising first from the pert 
affected, and next from the condition of the 
patient. If you practise in private you will 
scarcely notice this, but the army surgeon 
will have it particularly noticed, because he 
is made aware that in certain countries, 
that in certain seasons, that where there is 
a particular disease in the camp, that there 
is a particular chancre ; not that the disease 
is new, but that it is different in different 
parts and at different times; we may see 
the same in our hospitals. I remember 
having had to give a clinical lecture on three 
cases, which admirably threw light on this 
subject; the one was the mortification of a 
penis in consequence of chancre; another 
was a mortification of the penis in conse- 
quence of an improper cutting of the pre- 
puce ; and the other was a mortification of 
the arm from the knuckle to the shoulder, 
in consequence of the patient scratching the 
knuckle on a rough wall in passing. No 
three cases could better reflect light on each 
other, because here were the different ef- 
fects ; I mean to say, different causes pro- 
ducing the same effect, the one ulceration, 
another incision, and the other a bit of ruf- 
fled skin, all three producing mortification. 
I repeat, therefore, that it is not variety of 
disease, but variety arising from the con- 
dition of the part or of the patient, You 
will hear of a number of diseases branching 
out of this consequent on syphilis ; now do 
recollect, that he who wrote the earliest and 
best work on the disease, within fifty years 
of the breaking out of the disease, distinctly 
describes sixteen kinds of syphilis, which 1s 
just the variety produced from the indivi- 
dual parts affected. 

The next thing I would entreat your at- 
tention to in this part of the colleetion is, 
the chancre eating into the urethra; here is 
an instance of a chancre eating into the 
urethra. Now this isa important mat- 
ter. No doubt a eset fem the venereal 
ulcer will so eat into the urethra, but we 
are called upon to reflect at such a moment 
as this that there are other causes, and that 
phagedenic ulceration from other causes, 
such as mercury, will do the same thing. 
There is a constitution which does not show 
the usual effects of mercury; the 
does not bespeak it, the mouth is not af- 





flect on this you will fall into an error, by 


fected, that which proceeds from the lungs 
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does not show it, wad nated mor eect 
repeat it more frequently ; you see the vene- 
real sore healing, but suddenly there is a 
dark colour surrounds the sore, with a deep 
clear surface. Now exactly what takes 
place in the throat takes place in the penis, 
that a man—I do not mean that as one of 
the happy consequences that have attended 
the use of mercury—that a man has no sore 
throat, nothing to indicate that you have 
overloaded him, but a remarkable change 
takes place in the sore; it is surrounded 
by a deep fiery edge, and a deep greenish 
slough comes away, and the wound is healed 
up. It is not five days ago since I hada 
case of this kind, where it required some 
degree of precision, and torturing too, to 
take off the mercury, but no sooner was it 
taken off, and the patient put into a clean 
ward, than within four and twenty hours 
there was an amendment of the wound, and 
without any treatment at all that ulcer, 
which would have proceeded to eat into the 
urethra, stopped, lost its fiery character, and 
healed up. 

The next thing I beg you to notice is, 
that here are preparations of warty ercre- 
seences; there are two or three here which 
are, as it were, distortions of the penis. 
What is the natural reflection? Consider 
that Mr. Hunter put up these preparations 
for our use. There are three of such pre- 
parations here ; and here you observe in- 
creased secretion, secretion accumulated, 
raising inflammation, and the inflammation, 
with the irritation of the part, has caused 
an abundance of warts to be produced on 
the prepuce and on the outer surface of the 
glans. The complaint goes on, but what 
is very curious is, that the matter which is 
formed in the progress of this disease is not 
discharged ; although the urine finds an out- 
let the secretion does not, and accordingly 
an ulcer forms behind in the back part of 
the prepuce, where the membrane is re- 
flected on the corona glandis, an ulcer 
takes place, and then the glans penis pushes 
itself through it. Now it happens when 
the whole of this part is inflamed—when 
this ulceration has taken place, and the 
glans penis has forced itself through, and 
the glans penis is covered with warts, and 
the prepuce itself covered with warts—that 
any one who has not studied the case, that 
uny one who has not considered or been 
advised properly to consider the case, would 
do what others have done, and I can assure 
you in such acase that parts have been cut 
off for cancer, and yet the whole is to be 
cured by removing the cause of the disease. 
The tenseness of the prepuce occasioned 
the irritation, inflammation was consequent 
upon this, matter was formed, a hardness 
appeared, and I think I could even say that 
they are here now who know I speak the 
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truth, when I state that such a removal of 
the parts has taken place —_ 

I show you the urethra opened, and that 
requires particular attention, for it is some- 
times the nature of the ulcer to eat under 
the integuments, and then to get access 
into the urethra near to the glans, and some- 
times further back, and this produces a 
very sad state of disturbance, the urine and 
the semen both came out at this opening. 
Now I know no creature on earth that 
would give a higher price for a cure than a 
person in this condition; and it is some- 
times in your power to do it; you have to 
dissect off the integuments of the penis, 
you have to cut the edges of the opened 
urethra, you have to bring them again to- 
gether, pin them together and plaster them ; 
but unfortunately the effect of the operation 
is to inflame the part, to excite the part, 
and when you would imagine that it would 
be as easy to make an union here as in the 
hare-lip, erection atnightdestroys all, and you 
may very likely experience this again and 
again, so that I would say you can only do 
so much by the knife and ligature, and the 
rest you must manage by cicatrisation. The 
first time this occurred to me was when I 
attempted to cure a wound in the urethra, 
and to keep open the mouth of the urethra ; 
there was so great a difficulty to keep open 
the one and close the other, that the great- 
est possible attention was required. 1 said, 
very naturally, that I wished I could dis- 
pose this part, which I wished to heal, to 
have as much inclination to cicatrise as the 
other had; accordingly I thought I would 
take a red-hot wire and touch the edges of 
the part, and I succeeded. Now by touch- 
ing the edges of the part with a red-hot 
wire you may succeed in closing the whole 
of the wound, but you will not succeed in 
paring it with aknife, in putting the needle 
through it, or by the twisted suture. 

I have spoken, Gentlemen, of cutting the 
prepuce ; and I would beg to mention, with 
respect to the probability of doing that with 
success, what is a very natural reflection 
from the preparations before us—without 
mentioning the dangef of the influence of 
mercury, T would have you to recollect, that 
if you have a patient under the influence of 
mercury, there is nothing you should avoid 
more than the touch of the knife ; for though 
you may do it once or twice with impunity, 
|yet consider what you would experience if 
you found a phagedenic sore in the prepuce 
,under the influence of mercury, proceeding 

to its greatest extreme from an incision with 
| the knife. There is a rule in the profession, 
|that you are not to apply the knife whilst 
the constitution is under the influence of 
| mercury. 

Now the next set of preparations we have 
here, Gentlemen, will more and more excite 
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your attention. Here is a preparation of 
the greatest advantage ; it is a preparation 
that should be narrowly inspected. It 
seems, as far as we can discover, to have 
been the first preparation Mr. Hunter made 
his observations of stricture upon ; it is the 
preparation that is figured in his valuable 
work, but there is something here which the 
engraver cannot represent ; that is, the ap- 
pearance of filaments, and those filaments 
irregular. I should feel I had taken an un- 
warrantable liberty upon myself, if I were, 
with this before me, to go into the ques- 
tion of the origin of stricture; I would only, 
therefore, say, there is here distinct proof 
in the estimation of Mr. Hunter, as far as 
we can collect, that you see little dense 
white filaments spreading through the sub- 
stance. That is the demonstration—there 
is no avoiding the conclusion. A stric- 
ture, then, is a part of the urethra not 
capable of contraction, or tending to con- 
traction, but remarkable in not elongating 
or stretching. That whether you press the 
bougie against it, or whether the stream of 
urine comes against it in its natural course, 
the stricture will not yield. The character 
of it is want of elasticity, not the power of 
contraction. And I entreat you, in studying 
this, to consider how many muscles there 
are about these parts. I mean the bulb of 
the urethra, the neck of the bladder, and 
the urethra itself, which must all relax their 


power, before a drop of urine can flow ; and 
consider how much disturbance to the parts 
an interruption to this relaxation will occa- 
sion. You will recollect, too, that many 
times when a person is speaking of spasmodic 
stricture, he ought to speak of the spasmodic 


action of the muscles around the parts, pro- 
ducing a variety of effects. 

Here are bougies with the mark of stric- 
ture upon them, and, indeed, Mr. Hunter 
has described that the stricture will often 
make a mark upon the bougie, as if a cord 
were tied around it. It is, I conceive, for 
this reason then, that these preparations 
were placed here for us to mark that the 
stricture will so impress itself upon the 
bougie ; and you know the practical rule for 
such a case as this is, that a person does 
infinitely more harm in drawing outa bougie 
than in introducing it. For if a bougie of 
soft wax be introduced into the urethra, and | 
wedged into the substance, it will at first | 
make its way, but presently it softens, and 
the stricture grasps it round, making a deep 
impression on it; in the meantime, the 
patient is sitting calmly for ten minutes, or 
perhaps a quarter of an hour, and then when 
you are about to withdraw the bougie, you 
find that you cannot do it, or, at least, that 
you cannot do it without violence, because 
it is so tightly embraced by the stricture. 
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bougie ; but, most of all, you are to con. 
sider, that when you are using the catheter, 
it is not the softening of the wax, but the 
augmentation and swelling of the catheter 
that produces a stoppage ; so that when you 
come to draw it out, you cannot do it with- 
out great pain to the patient ; and when you 
effect your purpose, you draw it out witha 
piece of membrane about it ; then there isa 
total suppression of urine, and if the case 
be not well managed, it may cause death. 
I never speak of this, without thinking of a 
case in which the patient got delirious, and 
died in consequence of inflammation occa- 
sioned by the simple act of the withdrawing 
of a bougie. 

The next preparations we have here, do 
not form a class diminishing in interest; 
they are certain preparations, showing the 
effects of caustic. There are other prepara- 
tions exhibiting strictures cured by caustic, 
Now these are obviously deserving of re- 
mark, and deserving of our attention, be- 
cause they are found in Mr. Hunter's Mu- 
seum; but unfortunately for us, and for 
thousands besides, this operation by caustic, 
in the hands of Mr. Hunter, was not proved, 
It was but shortly before his death he ap- 
plied this means, and he did not then think, 
if I may say so, to strike the fair balance 
betwixt this means of removing stricture, 
and the others which we possess ; the con- 
sequence has been, that upon his death, to 
affect his great reputation, much too much 
has been done by caustic. It isa valuable 
remedy ; and I am free to say it isa valu- 
able remedy as he used it, but it is a most 
dangerous remedy to use it in every in- 
stance—to use it in every slight and simple 
case of stricture. Here is a preparation 
which appears of no great advantage or im- 
portance, yet I do conceive that little bit to 
be of the highest importance. What does 
the catalogue say ofit! That it is the mem- 
brane of the urethra, brought off in conse- 
quence of the use of caustic. Now this is 
a fair subject to pause upon and reflect. I 
am bound to state here the effect of caustic, 
and that is rather difficult, because I dare 
say most of yqu have experienced that a pa- 
tient, in whom the caustic is applied, some- 
times expresses himself excessively re- 
lieved, whilst, again, others condemn the ap- 
plication of it immediately. Now then, I 
believe, in order to understand the effect of 
caustic, we must consider it in its double 
office as it were ; first, in destroying the 
irritability of the stricture, and especially 
the irritability which is behind the stric- 
ture, and then destroying the stricture it- 
self. With respect to the effect of caustic, 
I mean that happy effect of relieving irrita- 
tion and spasms, and allowing the patient to 
make water almost immediately, it is clear 
that that cannot be by destroying the stric- 





So much then with respect to the soft wax 
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ture, because, when you apply caustic to 
any living part, that part becomes dead ; it 
is subsequently thrown off by a process of 
ulceration, which must be slow ; and it is 
clear, therefore, that the immediate effect 
of applying caustic cannot be to destroy the 
stricture, but to relieve it. Then what does 
it dot It does precisely that which the 
oculist does in touching an ulcerated eye. 
When there is an ulcer of the eye highly 
irritable, the tear comes upon it, and keeps 
up a continual spasm, and water issuing 
from the eye. The oculist touches it with 
caustic, with a little caustic upon his little 
brush, and presently the part is remarkably 
relieved ; it is relieved until that caustic 
has lost its effect; that is, when the irrita- 
bility is destroyed by the effect of the 
caustic, the tears flow over that part of the 
eye without producing irritation, and the 
part is relieved ; but when the little slough 
is thrown off, the ulcer becomes again irrita- 
ble, and the eye weak. 1 conceive, then, 
that one effect of caustic you have to notice, 
is the destroying of the exquisitely sensitive 
part, and, consequently, restoring the part 
from its irritation and contraction—I mean 
the contraction of the surrounding muscle, 
and consequent spasm. I may notice to 
you, that when the caustic is applied upon 
the end of the bougie, there is something, 
I must say, happily produces great mischief. 
You will observe, des surgeons will some- 
times upon withdrawing the caustic bougie, 
I mean the iron bougie, say—in ignorance, 
we must presume—just see the good effect 
of it, for there, upon the end of the bougie, 
is 8 part of the substance that obstructed 
the passage. Now, the fact is, that that 
substance, upon the end of the bougie, has 
nothing to do with the urethra, but is the 
effect of secretion consequent upon the in- 
troduction of the caustic. Now this is a 
happy circumstance, I say; for if, when 
caustic has been applied for two or three 
minutes—for three minutes, we will say, to 
the living substance, what would be the 
effect?’ The effect would be, that inflam- 
mation would follow; but when it is ap- 
plied in the urethra, the fluid of the urethra 
concretes, and prevents the irritation and 
inflammation that would otherwise arise. 
But every man must have seen in practice 
something very like this, that there is a 
slough occasioned, that the slough gets 
loose, that the part inflames, and that the 
patient probably on the third day, straining 
hard to make water, at last perhaps suc- 
ceeds, finds it come away with a gush of 
blood before it, and with such a portion of 
disease, as to give the patient great relief, 
Happy, indeed, is it, when the caustic has 
been so applied as to destroy the disease ; 
but I am bound to say it often happens, 
that the caustic bas the effect of destroying 


the surrounding parts. I am not speaking 
of the application of caustic in general, I am 
only speaking of it in particular instances, 
and I would have you rather to apply your 
attention to the measuring of the effect to 
be produced by the quantity of the caustic in- 
troduced, than the time it is contained in 
the urethra. This I have, therefore, to say, 
that the next class of preparations are not 
happy illustrations. It is said, in the cata- 
logue, that these are preparations showing 
stricture cured by caustic. I by no means 
wish to say, you must not think the caustio 
might not have produced the effect; I 
rather think it might have been the caustic 
that did it, but in all these cases, you see a 
contracted urethra in almost its whole ex- 
tent, and the strictures are confined, and 
narrowed obviously by elasticity. 

Coagulable lymph behind the stricture ; 
there are preparations here showing that— 
a variety of them ; and that is really a part 
you are to look at, and consider well, if you 
are to be bold and successful practitioners 
about this part. The parts throw lymph be- 
hind the stricture; so it is stated in the 
catalogue, and so we know from dissection, 
From the push of the urine made against the 
back of the stricture, the push is so power- 
ful and so irritable, that that is a part most 
subject to inflammation, by the continual 
excitement. The inflamed part throws out 
the lymph, and that is an aggravation of the 
disease, because the lymph becomes organ- 
ised, and is, in short, a part of the stricture, 
and the worst part of it. There is a coat of 
lymph behind the stricture, and a narrow 
hollow through which the urine passes ; this 
j lymph becomes organised, and forms a part 
| of the stricture. But, unfortunately, it does 
not stop here ; it creeps back, the inflam- 
matory process creeps back, and the coagu- 
lable dare is thrown out, not only in this 
instance, not only in all the length of the 
urethra, but in all the concavity of the blad- 
der. This preparation does not show us 
half the effect ; you require to see a patient 
labouring under the disease, to see the ex- 
cruciating suffering, to see the painful death, 
to make the dissection, to see at the fundus 
of the bladder how it is loaded with blood, 
how again the vessels are obviously in- 
creased and inflamed in all the extent of the 
passage, and how the urine excites irrita- 
tion, to be aware of the nature of the case. 
And these flakes of coagulable lymph, which 
you now see clear and white, hanging from 
the bladder, what a very different appear- 
ance do they present in their natural state, 
from that which is seen in the preparation. 
They are highly excited, thickened, in- 
flamed, black, loaded with blood, and after 
the blood and turgescence is all washed 
away, and the part blanched, then only you 
see it in the preparation ; but it is by look- 
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ing at the recent part that gives one the no- 
tions, the distinct notions, notions sufficient- 
ly distinct to direct our practice, and to give 
us a knowledge when the lymph creeps back 
from the stricture to the bladder. 

The next thing we have to notice is this 


tion. Here you see a stricture with | 


coagulable lymph coating the pessage in the 
stricture behind the bladder, which choked 
up the passage and caused death. Now 
this brings forcibly to my recollection a cir- 
ecumstance which I was made aware of. 
When you are passing a bougie or catheter, 
finding a narrow stricture, you must of 
course use a small bougie, or small catheter. 
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permission, I examined the body, and] 
found what these two preparations show, 
that he died in consequence of a small cal- 
culus being situated behind not any very 
considerable stricture. Now does not this 
lead to certain reflections? Does it not 
imply that there is something wrong in our 


have been impossible in this case that the 
condition of the patient could have remained 
concealed, if a probe had been used instead 
of a soft bougie. It is such cases that call 
upon me to recommend to you the use of a 
little wire, which will go down into the 





parts, which will go through part of the 


way of examining a stricture ? Forit would | 


When you have passed your instrument | obstruction, as may be sensibly felt in its 
through the stricture, it is not the artof| going through, and which will touch the 
ing the instrument into the bladder that | little caleulus, at once showing you the 

is to occupy your mind, because the effect| cause of the difficulty. You find in Mr. 
of the stricture ought never to be out of| Hunter’s book, that a touch of caustic might 
recollection, which produces certain| have removed that stricture, and allowed 
irregularities in the urethra itself. You | the urine to have propelled the calculus 
will observe, upon opening the natural ducts | forward ; but we cannot reflect upon that, 
at the neck of the bladder, that the ducts at| without recollecting that a patient in this 
the prostate gland are narrow and nume-' condition is a patient in an extremely irri- 
rous, and you may find that it is impossible | table and dangerous condition ; and we can- 


to the instrument; but if you should 
unfortunately think it may be passed as 
others have done, you force it on, and by 
that means you produce great irritation, 
blood flows perhaps into the bladder, or into 
the large urethra behind, and then that 
blood, as in this instance, may form the 
coagulum lodging in the urethra, lodging 
behind the stricture, and death be the con- 
sequence ; because even if an expert sur- 
on comes to this patient, he cannot-re- 
ve him without puncturing, inasmuch as 
he cannot pass the catheter in consequence 
of the necessary irregular net-work appear- 
ance of the urethra behind the low stric- 
ture, and because the stricture has gone up 
the whole of the passage to the bladder. 
The next preparation shows a little stone, 
and I had almost said, is a humiliating pre- 
tion ; it is the same which is engraved 
in Mr. Hunter's works. It is a stricture, 
and behind the stricture there is a small 
stone, a small calculus. Here too, is one 
of the same sort; it was the case of a boy 
who had stricture, and a small calculus 
lodged in the posterior part of the urethra, 
just lying bebind the stricture, and neatly 
closing the orifice up. This reminds me of 
the first case Lever saw in London : going 
through an hospital with a friend, I ob- 
served a man lying suffering excessively ; 
on inquiring into the nature of his illness, 
I was told it was a disease of the bladder: 
he was attended with every possible sym- 
pathy and care, but still that sympathy and 
care did not, as it afterwards a peared, lead 
to a sufficient examination. ‘d saw that he 
was dying, and I returned to request per- 
mission to examine the body. 1 obtained 


‘not reflect upon that, without feeling that 
\this touch of the caustic must for the time 


produce more irritation and inflammation, 
because we cannot but recollect, that when 
the caustic acts, it acts by mortification, and 
that that mortification does not come away 
unless by ulceration ; therefore if the strie- 
tere could have been removed by caustic, 
the patient must have had considerable time 
to have passed before the could 
have been completed; and he must have 
had a great aggravation of symptoms. Now 
surely in such a case as this, if you can 
ascertain that there is any thing behind the 
stricture, especially a stone, your duty is 
to cut down at once upon it, and thus in- 
stantly to relieve the patient from his great 
suffering and perilous condition. 

beg you to recollect, that I have not 
loaded the table with many preparations, 
but have brought, as it were, only samples 
ofeach. Now here are wag os most 
perfect demonstrations of the fistula in peri- 
neo. And here .again is another, which is 
calculated to have this effect ; it is a fista- 
lous opening near to the neck of the bladder, 
which let the urine escape, and the seminal 
fluid, and which went forward to the extre- 
mity of the penis under the membranes, 
causing mortification and death. In short, 
in this instance you have the two cases 80 
important in practice, I mean the stone 
bursting out, and the urine bursting out. 
One of the effects of the stone, we have 
already noticed, is an inflammation behind 
the part, and the common effeet, that it is 
plugged up by coagulable lymph ; but still 
the stimulus going on causes ulceration, 





of the natural membrane. If you observe 
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the patient with & stricture which pre- 
vents the urive —_, propelled forward, 
and which is followed with ulceration, he 
feels as if there were a swelling between 
his legs; he feels an unusual pain ; he caa- 
not pass @ of urine ; he strives hard, 
and again again he feels as if the 
urine did flow, but it does not, and then 
comes the distended scrotum uM nm o—_ 
the posterior part of the urethra urst, 
it has not altogether burst from violence, 
for certainly the bursting has been occa- 
sioned or facilitated by inflammation or ulce- 
ration, but the peculiarity of the case is, that 
the uretbra gives way, and the urine escap- 
ing forward, is carried forward by the fascia 
surrounding the parts, until it finds access 
from the loose texture of the scrotum, and 
from that it may get on, asin this case, to the 


whole integuments of the penis. In this case | 


the patient is in extreme danger; if be be a 
young man, he may escape ; if he be an old 
man, he issure to sink. He comes to you look- 
ing like an old man, because the circumstances 
of the case produce a great effect upon him, 
and cause him to look older by twenty years 
than he really is. But what have you to do 
in this case? Two things, as it were, in 
one act,—not to waste time by puncturing 
the scrotum, not to let out that fluid with 
which it abounds, so as to allow the fluid 
to run again into the same place ; you have 
to perform one immediate act with a sharp 
bistoury, to give vent to the accumulated 
urine, and to take care that there shall be 
no new increase, no further filtering of urine 
into the cellular texture ; in short, you are 
to make an incision sufficient to allow the 
urine to be freely evacuated, as well as to 
allow sufficient filtering from the scrotum. 
This is altogether a distinct case, or I may 
say, a distinct account from what produces 
this preparation, which is of a class, You 
here see the bursting out of the urethra; 
the account I have given you is scarcely 
applicable, but still the case is the same. 
The part of the urethra behind the stric- 
ture is inflamed, and inflammation bebind 
the urethra I beg you to recollect will pro- 
duce suppuration in the canal, and inflam- 
mation in the canal will produce suppura- 
tion external to the canal; so that from this 
disease you have a swelling, an inflammatory 
tumour, and at last an abscess in the peri- 
neum. It is of little consequence how you 
argue the matter ; it is of little consequence 
whether you say the act is mechanical— 
whether it is in consequence of the stric- 
ture pressing on the urethra and preventing 
the eseape of the urine, or whether it is in 
consequence of the pressure causing spas- 
modie action and preventiag the urine to 
flow, the abscess-lancet must be freely used, 
and you will find that the matter spouts out 
to a considerable distance, even over your 


shoulder, and soon the patient is so far re- 
lieved that water can be You re- 
mark, however, that there is no urine pass- 
ing at the time, but about the third day it 
may be passed. 

Now I am only stating common cases, 
and what is the cause? The cause is irri- 
tation of the urethra; irritation occasions 
suppuration, when suppuration takes place 
the urine filters into the skin and into the 
abscess, and then you have a new cause of 
excitement in the abscess, for the urine 
thus getting out is a source of irritation, 
but not so much so as that the opening of 
the abscess will not close again. Then the 
urine collects in another part; new inflam- 
mation is formed, new abscesses are pro- 
duced ; consequent upon that a great deal 
of irregularity and hardness is to be found 
in the perinwum, the water works forward 
into the scrotum, and there forms additional 
abscesses, and in short this state may go 
on for years, or I should rather say, may 
sometimes go on for years, until at last the 
whole perineum and scrotum are full of 
gomplete cavities and hard irregular tu- 
mours ; and sometimes indeed, in extraor- 
dinary cases, in extreme cases, tumours 
actually appear pendulous from the peri- 
neum, and all this consequent on neglect 
in removing the cause, I mean the filtering 
of the urine. 

There is one other preparation I cer- 
tainly ought to remark upon. I picked it 
out as being very explanatory, although 
there is not much said in the catalogue 
about it; it is simply said in the catalogue 
that the urine is pressed out anterior to the 
Stricture. Now this seems a contradiction, 
it seems opposed to what has been stated, 
that the push is behind, that the pressure 
is behind, that the inflammation and its 
consequences are behind; but the reason 
of this obscurity is, that we have not gone 
fully into the subject, for it ought to be ex- 
plained, that inflammation in the urethra 
will produce a suppuration external to it 
where there is no stricture ; it will produce 
an abscess, which is to be considered as 
resulting from the cause. So here the ab- 
scess, no doubt, is formed in consequence of 
general inflammation in the urethra; and 
indeed we ought to recollect, that even 
such a degree of violence as will result from 
the improper use of a bougie: for example, 
a patient coming to you with inflammation 
of the urethra from gonorrhea, the cause is 
mistaken, the bougie is improperly used, 
high inflammation presents, and that inflam- 
mation will produce abscess external to the 
urethra, and it will go on till the ulcer 
makes a communication betwixt the ure- 
thra and the abscess; in short, before you 
can consider how you will heal a fistulous 





opening, you must well consider the cause 
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of it, for the fundamental maxim is, remove 
the cause ; if the cause be irritation, attend 
to that; if there be a more remote cause 
of stricture, attend to that. In removing 
the cause you will find you have the plea- 
sure of seeing the most complex appear- 
ances of disease, tumours, irregularities, and 
hardnesses disappear ; in short, that which, 


portion intermixed with its white or medullary 
substance ; and nerves arise from it, as from 
the brain. According to the experiments 
of the same writer, the galvanic influence 
does not excite contraction of muscles when 
applied to the spinal marrow, as it does when 
applied to the nerves themselves. It would 
seem that the spinal marrow is more essen- 





as a young surgeon, you would be apt to say | tial to life than even the brain ; for acepha- 
you must cut away with the knife, because lous monsters, as well as certain animals 
it is so large, hard, and irregular that it' that are naturally destitute of brain, have 
never can come away without ; you have | yet a spinal marrow. 

only, on the contrary, to take sound sense) This part of the nervous system, the spinal 
to your aid, remove the cause, the urine will marrow, is not connected with mind, and 
find its natural passage, it will no more | therefore does not, when diseased, give rise 
enter the cellular texture, it will cease to/ to any disorder of the intellectual functions ; 
be a source of irritation to those parts, and| by which circumstance, among others, the 
ail the tumours and irregularities will in affections of this part are distinguishabie 
due time subside. | from those of the brain itself. 

You perceive, Sir, (Mr. Bell addressing! ‘The spinal marrow is divisible not only 
himself to the Gentleman in the chair, ) it is| into two lateral portions, corresponding with 
impossible I can give any lecture upon these the two hemispheres of the brain, but each 
parts having a beginning, middle, or end ;| side is again separable into an anterior and 
{ must proceed to the facts, and all I can | a posterior column, each sending out nerves 
by possibility do, I think, is to select the | distinct fromthe other. These different parts 
preparations of the greatest importance, and| of which the spinal chord is composed, take 
to the best of my abilities draw the gentle- | their origin from different parts of the brain ; 
men’s attention to the line of practice to be| the posterior columns being continued from 
adopted in those cases. the cerebellum, and the anterior from the cere- 
brum ; the former appearing to give sensibi- 
| lity, the latter the power of voluntary motion. 
| And thus a confirmation is afforded of the 
general doctrine, that the different parts of 





LECTURES the brain are differently constituted, and 
| perform each a different office. Nerves are 
ON THE given off at each of the junctions of the 


| different vertebra ; and thus thirty pairs of 
| nerves altogether, (termed spinal) are form- 
ed; and which are «distributed to the trunk 
,and limbs, according to their proximity to 
| the spine. 
The spinal marrow, though not concerned 
, in the operations of mind or intellect, is ne- 
vertheless connected with a great number 
| of voluntary muscles, to wit, those of the 
| trunk and limbs ; and with the sensation of a 
| large part of the system. It is, in fact, the 
medium through which the communication 
Next in order to the cranial portion of; between the brain and the trunk of the 
the nervous system (the brain}, is that which | body and the limbs is kept up. Hence it 
is lodged, for security as well as for conve- jis that injuries and diseases of the spinal 
nience, in the channel of the spine, and|chord, by intercepting the influence of the 
which may be considered almost a part of brain, tend to disturb, and often~to para- 
the brain, or asa prolongation of it. The | lyse, the greater part of the body; render- 
substance and coverings are nearly the same ing the affections of this part, a subject of 
in both ; but the spinal chord (or marrow, as great practical importance. 
it is improperly called), is enclosed in firmer; When the spinal marrow is pressed upon 
and denser membranes than the brain. The | with & certain degree of force, progressively 
spinal marrow, in fact, resembles the brain | from below upwards, more and more of the 
in its structure, as observed by Soemmering, body is observed to be paralysed, or its feel- 
while it differs materially from the nerves in | ings and movements disturbed. In like 
this respect. It has not the filous or manner, diseases and injuries of this part 
thread-like structure which is found in| produce a more or less extensive effect, ac- 
nerves, and it is of a softer consistence than| cording to the actual seat of the disease or 
these. Like the brain, it has a cixeritious| injury. ‘Thus if the chord is suffering at its 
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inferior part, about the region of the loins, 
the lower limbs become paralysed ; and not 
unfrequently, at the same time, the urinary 
bladder and rectum are deprived of their 
power of contraction, so as to be unable 
either to expel or retain their contents ; 
because these parts are connected with the 
lower portion of the spinal marrow, from 
which their nerves are immediately derived. 
This is usually termed paraplegia, or palsy 
of the lower half of the body ; as hemiplegia 
is palsy of one side. But when, on the 
other hand, the disease or injury is situated 
towards the top of the spinal column, the 
upper extremities may suffer as well as the 
lower. While at a still higher point, as in 
the neck, respiration becomes affected, and 
life itself is endangered; the reason of 





which is, that the phrenic nerves, which are 


degree and extent in which the chord is 
suffering, and which you will easily under- 
stand by reference to the constitution of the 
spinal marrow, as before pointed out to you. 
The medulla spinalis is, of course, liable to 
inflammation, which may affect either the 
medullary substance of the chord, or its in- 
vesting membranes ; but we have not yet 
learned to distinguish, in practice, between 
the affections of these different parts. Nor, 
in fact, has the disease been much noticed, 
except in a theoretical way. We may, 
however, easily conceive the symptoms 
which would arise from an inflammation of 
this important part of the nervous system. 
Supposing the inflammation to be acute and 
recent, it would probably be attended with 
severe pain along the course of the spine, 
which, it might be expected, would become 


distributed principally to the diaphragm, | tender to the touch. And, in addition to 


(the chief muscle of respiration,) are made 
up of the third, fourth, and fifth, cervical 
pairs. 


the common febrile symptoms attending in- 
tlammation in general, the disease would be 


In this case, respiration is not at | likely to manifest itself by a disordered state 


once put a stop to; it first becomes labo- | of feeling, or of motion, or both, in those parts 
rious, and ceases only after several hours ;) of the body that receive their nerves from 
because the diaphragm is in part supplied | this part of the nervous system. Thus we 
from the brain, by the eighth pair, or par | might expect to find pain more or less acute, 


iagum. 
‘Thus by observing the extent of the para- 


disordered sensation, or total insensibility, 
in the truck or limbs; or, on the other 


lysis, and the particular parts suffering; | hand, a spasmodic or convulsive state of 
and knowing, at the same time, as you ought | muscles, or even paralysis ; according to the 


to do, the origin and distribution of the 
spinal nerves, you will be enabled in most 
cases to assign, even a priori, the part that 
has sustained the injury, or which ‘s suffer- 
ing from disease. 

You must recollect, however, that the 
brain, and the parts of the nervous system 
the nearest to this, as the medulla oblongata 


degree and extent of the disease. Such 
cases, no doubt, occur, though they have 
been little noticed. They may arise spon- 
taneously, or from imperceptible causes, 
like other inflammations; or they may be 
the result of injuries inflicted upon the 
spinal column. 





Such an acute state of inflammation of the 





aad the upper portion of the spinal marrow, | spinal marrow as | have now supposed, could 
are capable of influencing the more remote | not but be attended with danyer, and would 
parts of the body. Thus it is, that pressure | call for active treatment ; not, however, of 
upon the brain, or upper part of the spina/| any peculiar kind, but merely such as is 
marrow, in a certain degree, may paralyse | adapted to inflammation in general: espe- 
not only the muscles of the head, and face, | cially bloodletting, both generai and local, to 
and upper extremities, but the lower parts such an extent as the circumstances of the_ 
of the body also ; though the reverse 18 not | individual case warranted. You should be 
the case. Hence it appears, that the brain, | cureful here, not to consider the spasms, or 
or encephalon, is a kind of centre to the ner- | even the paralysis, (if that should occur,) as 
vous system, (as the heart is to the vascular,) | a nervous affection merely, according to the 
with which all parts communicate by nerves, | common acceptation of this term, that is, as 
either directly, or through the intervention , founded in debility, and calling, in conse- 
of the spinal marrow. juence, for the use of antispasmodies or stunus 
'n slight cases, of either disease or injury | fants. Such remedies could hardly fail to 
to the spine, the voluntary pewer only is lost aggravate the disease. 
or impaired, sensibility remaining ; but in A milder degree of inflammation of this 
more severe cases, the sensibility is lost, as part, will produce a similar train of symp- 
well as the power of moving. 1n some cases, |toms, but of a less active kind. A dull, 
again, while the muscles are paralysed, the | aching pain along the course of the spine, 
sensibility is heightened to an extreme de-| with general soreness of the limbs, and 
gree; and there are some in which the sen- | spasmodic twitehings of the muscles, with 
sibility alone suffers; there are many, also,/more or less inability in the use of them, 
in which acute pain in the parts to which | are not unfrequently met with in practice, 
the nerves are distributed, is the only symp- | and have been attributed, not without pro- 
tom, These differences depend upon the | bability, to a chronic inflammation of the 
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spinal chord. The treatment in such a case | bent, and pressed upon by the incurvated 
is simple and obvious, and need not be par- | parts of the spine, so as at length, in many 
ticularized, after what I have already said. | cases, to be rendered totally unfit to per. 

Tetanus has been referred by some of | form its office. In scrofulous habits, the 
late, to the spinal churd, as the primary seat | tendency to inflammation is so strong, that 
of disease. ‘This opinion, however, is liable | the disease continues to advance, till it in. 
to a weighty objection; which is, that it| volves several of the vertebra; and thus 
will not account for the spasmodic state of | the curvature is increased. If the disease 
the muscles of the face and jaws; as these | now stops in its progress, the bones unite 
muscles receive their nerves directly from! together by anchylosis, and the flexibility of 


the brain, which therefore must at least be 
allowed to participate in the disease. 
Whereas the brain has a paramount influ- 
ence over the whole body, so as to be ca- 
pable, in some of its morbid states, of 
paralysing, or inducing spasmodic or convulsive 
movements, in every muscle of the body. 
There is, therefore, no necessity for resort- 
ing to the spinal marrow, in order to account 
for the symptoms of tetanus; and as the 
brain is evidently affected, (judging from 
the affection of the muscles of the face and 
jaws), it is most probable that the disease 
is confined to this organ altogether. ‘This 
proof, derived from physiology, is more 
conclusive, than the appeal to dissection ; 
for although it has been said that, in some 
cases, the spinal chord or its coverings have 
exhibited signs of inflammation, this has | 
occurred in a few instances only, and is | 
probably accidental, owing to the spreading 
of the inflammation from the one part to 
the other. 

The spinal chord, instead of being primarily 
affected, often suffers from previous disease 
in the bones or ligaments of the spine. Thus, 
inflammation may arise in these parts, 
sometimes spontaneously, sometimes the 
result of injury. A dull, aching pain is then 
felt in some part of the back, and which 
continues for a length of time. The patient 
soon becomes tired of exertion, and is glad | 
to lie down, By degrees, the ligaments, | 
and the bone itself, or the intervertebral | 
cartilages, swell, and are tender to the| 
touch. The disease now is obvious upon 
examination, by the prominence of the part, 
and the pain felt when strong pressure is 
made upon it. Ln this state of things, either 
from the swelling of the internal as well as 
external parts of the spine, or perhaps from 
the inflammation spreading in some degree 
to the chord itself or its investing mem- 
branes, the function becomes disturbed. A 
slight degree of paralytic weakness, (pre- | 
ceded, usually, by paic more or less severe,) | 
is perceived in the limbs, and which often 
at length goes so far as to end in a total pri- 
vation of sense, or motion, or both. If the 
inflammation goes on in the part of the 
spine primarily affected, it is sooner or 
later followed by a destruction of the inter- 








the spinal column at this part is destroyed. 
In many of these cases, the chord slowly 
and gradually recovers its powers, the de- 
formity alone remaining. 

From what I have now observed, you will 
perceive that diseases of the spine are not 
to be explained by reference to the state of 
the bones merely, but by the affection of 
the spinal marrow, which may suffer both by 
the inflammation, and by compression. 

The treatment of these cases is, upon the 
whole, very unsatisfactory ; for although in 
many instances the progress of the disease 
is stopped, as | have just stated, this is ra- 
ther spontaneous than the effect of art. The 
object to be aimed at, however, is sufficiently 
simple, namely, the removal of inflamma- 
tion from the affected part of the spine: 
but the accomplishment of it is a matter of 
greater difficulty. Neither the habit of the 
patient in whom the disease is apt to arise, 
nor the scrofulous nature of the inflamma- 
tion, (according to the common notion en- 
tertained with regard to scrofula) appears 
favourable to the employment of active 
evacuations. Indeed, the idea of debility is 
so associated with these cases, that a very 
opposite mode of practice is commonly re- 
sorted to, namely, the use of tonics, as they 
are called, and perhaps of stimulants also, 
especially wine. Such remedies have gene- 
rally appeared to me to do harm, by in- 
creasing the febrile symptoms, which are 
always present in greater or less degree. 
Observing such to be the effect of a tonic 
and stimulant mode of treatment, 1 have 
been induced on some occasions, where the 
patient has been tolerably strong, to substi- 
tute what appears more consonant to the 
obvious nature of the affection, namely, a 
simple antiphiogistic plan of cure. Nor have 
I confined myself to local bleeding by 
leeches, but have often had recourse to 
small and repeated general bleedings ; and, 
as far as I have been able to judge, with 
decided advantage in many instances, To 
these should be added, purgutives of a mild 
description, once in two or three days ; to- 
gether with the use of stimu/ating liniments, 
applied to the skin of the neighbouring 
parts; or sometimes blistering, provided it 
does not disturb the general system, which 


vertebral substance, and ultimately of the / it often does. Itis an essential part of this 

bone itself ; and deformity is the necessary | plan of small and repeated bloodletting, that 

consequence. The spinal chord thus becomes | the patient should hvewell ; by which, how- 
i 
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ever, I do not mean that he should be 
crammed, or use wine or other stimulants ; 
but merely that he should take plain food, 
either animal or vegetable, as his appetite 
may demand. : 

An easy recumbent posture is of the 
greatest importance in these cases ; and it 
should be continued as long as any signs of 
inflammation remain, that is, generally 
speaking, for many months, and often for a 
year or more. The use of machinery, for 
the purpose of counteracting the curva- 
ture of the spinal column, is in general 
highly injurious ; as long, at least, as any 
inflammation remains ; and even afterwards, 
its advantages are very questionable. The 
use of issues and setons in the vicinity of the 
diseased parts, I believe, has as often done 
harm as good ; pertly, by the inflammation 
that attends them spreading to and aggra- 
vating the disease in the spine ; and partly, 
by disordering the general health, by the 
irritation they occasion. 

The lateral curvature of the spine is of a 
very different kind from that above describ- 
ed ; and hardly indeed to be considered as 
a disease, but rather as an imperfection. 
It appears to be the result of an imperfect 
growth of the solids, and of the bones more 
especially ; in consequence of which, they 
fail to acquire their proper firmness, and are 
disposed to yield to pressure or superin- 
cumbent weight. This imperfection, or 
want of solidity, in the bony fabric of the 
body, (adegree of what is termed moilities 
ossium) is sometimes the result of chronic hydro- 
cephalus, which is often found in combination 
with a ricketty enlargement of the joints, 
and of which in fact in seems to be in gene- 
ral the remote cause. In most cases, such 
a softness of the bones, causing them to 
yield to pressure, and thereby laying the 
foundation of the lateral curvature of the 
spine, is owing to want of due exercise, and | 
sufficient exposure to the open air; but 
more especially to a refinement in modern 
education, by which at too early an age the 
mental powers are not merely cultivated, but 
forced ; and that at the expense of the 
bodily health. The arterial action of the | 
brain is thus too much excited, and, in many 
cases, actual inflammation follows, with its 
different consequences, serous accumulation, 
tormenting headachs, epilepsy, or a train 
of minor symptoms commonly called ner- 
vous, and which consist in a disturbance of 
the proper functions of the brain. This ex- 
plains the very frequent occurrence of 
curved spine in girls; while, in boys, such an 
imperfection is comparatively rare. The 
direction of the curvature to one side or 
the other, appears to be a matter of chance ; 
or rather it is dependant upon the posture 
in which the patient is habitually placed. 
A bend having once begun, the superin- 
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cumbent weight of the upper parts of the 
body, tends constantly to increase it ; mak~ 
ing it next to impossible that the spine 
should ever resume its original and natural 
direction. 

The proper treatment of these cases of 
lateral curvature of the spine, consists in 
endeavouring to counteract the evil, by the 
removal of its cause ; that is, by habits and 
modes of life the most conducive to gene- 
ral health and strength. Food of an ordi- 
nary mixed kind, and solid rather than fluid 
in its nature, should be allowed as the appe- 
tite may direct. Above all things,a due quan- 
tity of exercise in the open air should be en- 
couraged, and of a kind that affords as much 
amusement as possible. Much mental em- 
ployment should be prohibited. The ten- 
dency to further curvature in the spine 
arising from the superincumbent weight 
placed on it in the erect posture, must not 
be overlooked. The patient should not be 
kept above an hour or two at a time in the 
erect posture, whether sitting or standing. 
After this period, he should lie down, in 
order to take off the superincumbent weight. 
And thus the day should be passed, between 
alternate rest and exertion. This, as a 
general rule, is far better than to contine 
the patient wholly to a recumbent posture 
for months together, a practice not at all 
likely to improve the general health, nor to 
give the requisite firmness to the bones and 
other solids ofthe body. Yet there are cases, 
and those not a few, where, from the great 
degree of curvature of the spine, and the 
consequent derangement of, or perhaps pres- 
sure upon, the spinal chord, the functionsof the 
different viscera are impaired, and the gene- 
ral health injured in consequence. In such 
cases, a strict and long-continued confine- 
ment of the patient to the horizontal pos- 
ture, becomes absolutely necessary; hy 
which, not only is a further increase of the 
curvature likely to be prevented, but that 
which had already taken place may be less- 
ened by a gradual return of the part to its 
original direction; the curvature, during 
the process of growth, in some measure dis« 
appearing: in consequence of which, the 
spinal chord is again enabled to perform its 
fanctions, and the general health is restored. 
Whether the forcible stretching of the spine 
by machinery of any kind, tends to accele- 
rate the process of restoration, has been 
much questioned. From what I have my- 
self seen, | am inclined to think the practice 
is sometimes useful, and that a cure may he 
thus at times more quickly accomplished. 
I have said nothing of internal medicines 
in these cases, nor even of external appli- 
cations ; for | do not believe them to be of 
much use. Nor are these cases in which 
issues or setons can be employed with ad- 


vantage ° 





—_ 
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652 THE LYMPHATIC SYSTEM OF ANIMALS. 


Dropsy of the spinal canal, or hydrorachitis, 
as it is termed, is an affection analagous 
with dropsy of the other cavities. There is 
a natural communication between the chan- 
nel of the spine, and the cavity of the cra- 
nium ; so that fluid readily passes from the 
one to the other. Hence, whenever a 
serous accumulation takes place between 
the dura mater and arachnoid membrane, we 
find a portion of the fluid passing down the 





spine, with the necessary effect of press- 
ing upon the chord, and thus impeding, 
more or less, its functions. ‘This will take 


place more decidedly when the body is | ‘em th 


erect, than when recumbent. I attended | 
some time ago, the daughter of a surgeon in 
this city, who had suffered long from severe 
headachs, with paralytic weakness of the | 
limbs, and with enlarged pupils. When in | 
bed, she was able to move her legs with 
great freedom ; but when she stood upright 
tor a little while, they became quite power- 
less. This, you will see, might be owing 
to the fluid gravitating downwards. The 
observations | formerly made respecting 
hydrocephalus and its treatment, apply here. 

There is a variety of hydrorachitis, or 
dropsy of the spine, in which one or 
more of the spinous processes of the ver- 
tebre are wanting, mostly about the loins, | 
termed spina difidu, where a fluctuating tu- | 
mour is perceived, the fluid of which can | 
be made to recede in great part by pres- 
sure. This defective ossification takes place 
at some unknown period before birth, and 
perhaps is original. A child may live long, 
and even grow up, with such a defect, with- | 








in this way; for, in general, the fluid sooy 
re-accumulates ; and nothing, upon the 
whole, is gained to compensate the risk of 
succeeding inflammation. Continued pres. 
sure upon the tumour has been made, and, 
as is said, with the effect not only of pre. 
venting an increase of it, but followed 
complete ossification of the spine. But | 
have not myself witnessed anything of 
this kind, 


The diseases of the nerves themselves, and 


| of that particular portion of the nervous sys. 


at has been called the great intercostal, 
or great sympathetic, must be deferred to our 
next meeting. 
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—— 


Das Saugader System der Wirbel Thiere von Vin, 
Fohmann. Erstes Heft. Das Saugader System 
der Fische, mit xvii}. Steindructafeln. Hei- 
delberg und Leipsic, 1827. 


The Lymphatic System of the Vertebrated Ani- 
mals. By. V. Foumann ; 1st part, con- 
taining the Lymphatic System of Fishes, 
with 18 lithographic plates, 


out appearing to suffer materially from it. oe: 
In general, however, the growth of the body | Hewson and Arex. Monro, towards the 


— is not in proportion to that of the middle of the last century, proved the exist- 
nead, the disease being accompanied, in kan fo fil “hi 
general, with chronic h ow Sr ere or dropsy | a he apate = as — mh, af 
of the brain. The tumour on the spine shes, respecting the priority of which to the 
sometimes ulcerates, and the fluid is dis- } discovery, a dispute, as is well known, arose. 
charged. Inflammation, in this case, soon | 
follows, and spreading along the spinal) 
channel, quickly proves fatal. The same | same animals by various other anatomists. 
effect is likely to happen from an artificial |. one, indeed, who had investigated the 
opening being made into the part, rendering é “ : 

an operation of this kind dangerous; and Subject for himself, entertained any doubt 
that not ea —_ ne mo = —_ /on the subject, till Magendie, in his rage for 
mation succeeding, but because, where the | ,. ; , ’ 
fluid is drawn off hastily, the brain is likely discovery, celled Howsen's end Meare's 
to suffer from the sudden removal of the | statements in question, and endeavoured to 
fluid from the cranium, and the consequent) cybstitute in their place Galen’s notion of 
immediate distention of the vessels there, . . 
by Which the circulation of the brain is ‘¢ general absorption of the veins. He 
likely to be interrupted, or at least greatly could discover no lymphatics any where but 
disturbed. The fluid, however, in some of’ in the neck of the swan and goose, which 
these cases of spina bifida, has been dis-| _ : 

charged by an exceeding!y small perforation | citcumstance he communicated to the Aca- 
made with a needle ; and this has even been demy in 1819. He says, 

several times repeated in the same indi-| 


vidual, without any apparent ill-effect. 1 


Similar vessels were after wards found in the 


** Les recherches que je viens de faire 
have never seen @ permanent cure effected connaitre 4 |’Académie eurent lieu pendant 
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Vété de 1816; depuis cette époque, j'ai| tomical museum of Heidelberg, where their 

dissequé plus de cinquante oiseaux de tous! 4A inions would soon be shaken. On the 

genres, carnassiers et autres; je me les fi ; 
onnexion between the lymphatics and 


suis procurés vivans, et je les ai ouverts | © 
4pres les avoir fare manger, en moment ou! veins, in the vertebrated animals, we refer 
leur digestion était en pleine activité. J'ai our readers to Tus Lancsr, Vol. X. p. $716 
pu ainsi me convaincre que les vaisseaux 
chyleux et les canaux thoraciques n’existent 
pas chez les oiseaux ; que les seuls traces 
des vaisseaux lymphatiques se voient au cou, 
ou l'on rencontre, comme dans les mammi- 
ferés, des vaisseaux et des glandes lympha- 
tiques, assez souvent remplis, chez les! Professor Mayer, of Bonn, has lately tried 
oiseaux vivans, par une lymphe diaphane et | some experiments on the extirpation of the 
sans couleur. Quelle circonstance anato-| kidneys, the results of which are as fol- 
mique aura donc pu abaser Hewson ; et lui | low :— 
faire commettre une erreur aussi grave que |” A . : 
celle of ilest tombé? Le fait eaten 1. The death of the animal invariably 
occurs, after the extirpation of both kidneys, 


que je viens de faire connaitre, et que | 0CcUr t . 
chacun pourra facilement constater, est une | Within thirty hours from the time of the ex- 
periment. 


puissante preuve a l’appui d’un fait physio- | 

logique que j'ai eonsigné dans un ataneioe | 2. The principal nervous affections per- 
a r i « . ° : 

lu a le premicre classe de | lostitut en 1809, | ceived on the animals, after the operation, 

savoir: que a jouissent de | yore trembling, frequent erying, and, lastly, 

la faculte absorbante. |convulsion, which put a termination to life. 


Extirpation of the Kidneys.* 





Iti ishing how M di 3. The heart’s pulsation immediately fell 
tis astonishing how Magendie came to! one-third, sometimes half. The respiration 


such erroneous conclusions upon such aj becomes diminished in proportion. 


slight foundation, and risk his reputation by; 4, The particular symptoms of inflamma- 
such hasty assertions. In an appendix to| tion of the abdomen showed themselves, at 

: ee he ee least not such as could be considered as a 
his paper on the lymphatics in birds, he | consequence of the operation, merely such 


denied the existence of these vessels in am-|as were the effect of the metastatic secre- 


phibia and fishes, | tion of the urinary fluid. 


5. After the extirpation of the kidneys, 
° / there was a secretion of a fluid bearing all 
thet bisds had no lymphatic vessels, and no | 4}, characters of urine in the different 
thoracic duct, Dr. L. A. Lauth occupied | organs of secretion, viz. in the abdomen, 


himself a long time at Heidelberg, with the thorax, pericardium, cavities of the brain, 
, conjunctiva, stomach, intestines, and, lastly, 


dissection and injection of the lymphatics.|jn the cellular tissue of the liver, lungs, 
In a valuable treatise, (Mémoire sur les | muscles, Xc. 


For the purpose of refuting the opinion 


vaisseaux lymphatiques des oiseaux et sur 


! 

| 

| This fiuid was analysed, but the quantity 
| was too small to lead to any accurate re- 
8vo. avec planches,) he describes the lym-|sults. Professor Mayer’s experiments com- 
pletely coincide with those of Prevost and 
: a read Dumas, who discovered urea in the blood of 
of Hewson’s and Monro’s discovery. And, | animals whose kidneys had been extirpated, 


la maniére de les preparer. Paris, 1825. 
phatics of birds, and proves the correctness 


in the valuable work before us, it is equally | °S well as in respect to the vomiting ofa 
well od hat fish ly : fluid resembling urine. From this, it can- 
ell shown that fishes possess lymphatics.’ 14+ be denied, that the formation of an 


In the plates, which are well done, we per- | urinary fluid may be effected in other organs 
independantly of the kidneys, when these 
: - : organs have been destroyed by disease or 
spleen, intestines, genital organs and fins, experiment. 


as well as the thoracic duct, of the gymno- 
tus electricus, eel, pike, &c, Should, how- 
ever, any one still regard Magendie’s asser- * Treviranus’s and Tiedemann’s Zeits- 
tions as superior to those of Hewson’s and | chrift. fur Physiologic, ¢ B. H. 2. 1827. 

Monro's, they need only go to the ana- 


ceive the lymphatics of the stomach, liver, 
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Dropsy of the spinal canal, or hydrorachitis, 
as it is termed, is an affection analagous 
with dropsy of the other cavities. There is 
a natural communication between the chan- 
nel of the spine, and the cavity of the cra- 
nium ; so that fluid readily passes from the 
one to the other. Hence, whenever a 
serous accumulation takes place between 
the dura mater and arachnoid membrane, we 
find a portion of the fluid passing down the 
spine, with the necessary effect of press- 
ing upon the chord, and thus impeding, 





more or less, its functions. ‘This will take 
place more decidedly when the body is| 
erect, than when recumbent. I attended | 
some time ago, the daughter of a surgeon ia 
this city, who had suffered long from severe 
headachs, with paralytic weakness of the | 
limbs, and with enlarged pupils) When in 
bed, she was able to move her legs with 
great freedom ; but when she stood upright 
for a little while, they became quite power- 
less. This, you will see, might be owing 
to the fluid gravitating downwards. The 
observations 1 formerly made respecting 
hydrocephalus and its treatment, apply here. | 

There is a variety of hydrorachitis, or | 
dropsy of the spine, in which one or| 
more of the spinous processes of the ver- | 
tebre are wanting, mostly about the loins, | 
termed spina bifida, where a fluctuating tu- | 
mour is perceived, the fluid of which can | 
be made to recede in great part by pres-| 
sure. This defective ossification takes place | 
at some unknown period before birth, and 
perhaps is original. A child may live long, 
and even grow up, with such a defect, with- | 
out appearing to suffer materially from it. 
In general, however, the growth of the body | 
and limbs is not in proportion to that of the | 
head, the disease being accompanied, in 
general, with chronic hydrocephalus, or dropsy 


| 


| 


in this way; for, in general, the fluid sooy 
re-accumulates ; and nothing, upon the 
whole, is gained to compensate the risk of 
succeeding inflammation. Continued pres. 
sure upon the tumour has been made, and, 
as is said, with the effect not only of pre. 
venting an increase of it, but followed } 
complete ossification of the spine. But 

have not myself witnessed anything of 
this kind. 


The diseases of the nerves themselves, and _ 
of that particular portion of the nervous sys. 
tem that has been called the great intercostal, 
or great sympathetic, must be deferred to ou 
next meeting. 





FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


Das Saugader System der Wirbel Thiere von Vin. 
Fohmann, Erstes Heft. Das Saugader System 
der Fische, mit xviij. Steindructafeln. Hei. 
delberg und Leipsic, 1827. 


The Lymphatic System of the Vertebrated Ani- 
mals. By. V. Foumann ; 1st part, con- 
taining the Lymphatic System of Fishes, 
with 18 lithographic plates, 


Hewson and Arex. Monro, towards the 
middle of the last century, proved the exist- 
ence of lymphatics in birds, amphibia, and 


of the brain. The tumour on the spine ‘shes, respecting the priority of which to the 
sometimes ulcerates, and the fluid is dis- | discovery, a dispute, as is well known, arose. 
charged. Inflammation, in this case, soon | 
follows, and spreading along the spinal) 
channel, quickly proves fatal. The same | same animals by various other anatomists. 
effect is likely to happen from an artificial | y, one, indeed, who had investigated the 
Opening being made into the part, rendering ; ‘ ; 

an operation of this kind dangerous; and Subject for himself, entertained any doubt 
that not — _ ny tng - — ‘on the subject, till Magendie, in his rage for 
mation succeeding, but because, where the! ,. ; , : 
fluid is drawn off hastily, the brain is likely discovery, called Hewson’s and Monro’s 
to suffer from the sudden removal of the | statements in question, and endeavoured to 
fluid from the cranium, and the consequent | cybstitute in their place Galen’s notion of 
immediate distention of the vessels there, : . 

by which the circulation of the brain is the general absorption of the veins. He 
likely to be interrupted, or at least greatly | could discover no lymphatics any where but 
disturbed. The fluid, however, in some of in the neck of the swan and goose, which 
these cases of spina bifida, has been dis-| | 5 

charged by an exceeding!y small perforation | circumstance he communicated to the Aca- 
made with a needle ; and this has even been demy in 1819. He says, 

several times repeated in the same indi-| 

vidual, without any apparent ill-effect, 1, ‘* Les recherches que je viens de faire 
have never seen 8 permanent cure effected connaitre 4 |’Académie eurent lieu pendant 


Similar vessels were after wards found in the 





EXTIRPATION OF THE KIDNEYS. 


Vété de 1816; depuis cette époque, j'ai | 
dissequé plus de cinquante oiseaux de tous | 
genres, carnassiers et autres ; je me les 

suis procurés vivans, et je les ai ouverts) 
apres les avoir fare manger, en moment ou 

leur digestion était en pleine activité. J’ai| 
pu ainsi me convaincre que les vaisseaux | 
chyleux et les canaux thoraciques n’existent 
pas chez les oiseaux; que les seuls traces 
des vaisseaux lymphatiques se voient au cou, 
ou l'on rencontre, comme dans les mammi- 
ferés, des vaisseaux et des glandes lympha- 
tiques, assez souvent remplis, chez les 
oiseaux vivans, par une lymphe diaphane et 
sans couleur. Quelle circonstance anato- 
mique aura donc pu abaser Hewson ; et lui 
faire commettre une erreur aussi grave que 
celle of il est tombé? Le fait anatumique 
que je viens de faire connaitre, et que 
chacun pourra facilement constater, est une 
puissante preuve 4 l’appui d’un fait physio- | 
logique que j'ai consigné dans un Mémoire | 
lu a la premiere classe de l'Institut en 1809, 

savoir: que les veines sanguins jouissent de | 
la faculté absorbante.” } 





It is astonishing how Magendie came to 
such erroneous conclusions upon such a} 


slight foundation, and risk his reputation by | 


such hasty assertions. In an appendix to) 
his paper on the lymphatics in birds, he | 
denied the existence of these vessels in am- | 
phibia and fishes, 

For the purpose of refuting the opinion 
that birds had no lymphatic vessels, and no 
thoracic duct, Dr. L. A. Lauth occupied 


} 


himself a long time at Heidelberg, with the 
dissection and injection of the lymphatics. | 
In a valuable treatise, (Mémoire sur les} 
vaisseaux lymphatiques des oiseaux et sur 
la maniére de les preparer. Paris, 1825.) 
Svo. avec planches,) he describes the lym- | 
phatics of birds, and proves the correctness 
And, 
in the valuable work before us, it is equally 
well shown that fishes possess lymphatics. | 
In the plates, which are well done, we per- 


of Hewson’s and Monro’s discovery. 


ceive the lymphatics of the stomach, liver, 
spleen, intestines, genital organs and fins, 
as well as the thoracic duct, of the gymno- 
tus electricus, eel, pike, &c, Should, how- 
ever, any one still regard Magendie’s asser- 
tions as superior to those of Hewson’s and 
Monro’s, they need only go to the ana- 
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tomical museum of Heidelberg, where their 
opinions would soon be shaken. On the 
connexion between the lymphatics and 
veins, in the vertebrated animals, we refer 
our readers to Tne Lancer, Vol. X. p. 371. 


Extirpation of the Kidneys.* 


Professor Mayer, of Bonn, has lately tried 
some experiments on the extirpation of the 
kidneys, the results of which are as fol- 
low :— 


1. The death of the animal invariably 
occurs, after the extirpation of both kidneys, 
within thirty hours from the time of the ex- 
periment. 


2. The principal nervous affections per- 
ceived on the animals, after the operation, 
were trembling, frequent crying, and, lastly, 
convulsion, which put a termination to life. 


3. The heart’s pulsation immediately fell 
one-third, sometimes half. The respiration 
becomes diminished in proportion. 


4. The particular symptoms of inflamma- 
tion of the abdomen showed themselves, at 
least not such as could be considered as a 
consequence of the operation, merely such 
as were the effect of the metastatic secre- 
tion of the urinary fluid. 


5. After the extirpation of the kidneys, 
there was a secretion of a fluid bearing all 
the characters of urine in the different 
organs of secretion, viz. in the abdomen, 
thorax, pericardium, cavities of the brain, 
conjunctiva, stomach, intestines, and, lastly, 
in the cellular tissue of the liver, lungs, 
muscles, &c. 


This fluid was analysed, but the quantity 
was too small to lead to any accurate re- 
sults. Professor Mayer's experiments com- 
pletely coincide with those of Prevost and 
Dumas, who discovered urea in the blood of 
animals whose kidneys had been extirpated, 
as well as in respect to the vomiting of a 
fluid resembling urine. From this, it can- 
not be denied, that the formation of an 
urinary fluid may be effected in other organs 
independantly of the kidneys, when these 
organs have been destroyed by disease or 
experiment. 





* Treviranus's and Tiedemann’s Zeits- 
chrift, fur Physiologie, ¢ B. H. 2. 1827. 











654 FATAL WOUND OF THE LARYNX. 


the greatest portion of the milk was re. 
turned by the mouth ; some passed through 
the wound, and very little, if any, Was swal- 
— lowed ; the same effects continued to be 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. produced at every subsequent attempt at 
swallowing, which attempts were made as 
Sin,—After reading the report of a case long as he was able to ask for drink. Gin 
of fatal wound of the larynx, in the 205th and other stimulating drinks were called 
Number of Tue Lancer, for August 4th, | for, and administered in my absence. Hay- 
I could not help reverting to a similar one |ing been taught to consider the escape of 
which came under my care about nine | fluids through a wound in the throat as 
months since, the particulars of which | | pointing out the existence of an opening in 
will briefly relate :—An aged man, who had the esophagus, I, as well as some other 
been for several months in a state of men- | medical friends, supposed it to be so in the 
tal despondency, attempted suicide by cut- | present instance, and being of opinion that 
ting his throat, first with a razor and then | the wound should be disturbed as little as 
with a penknife, after which he forcibly | possible, I did not try to inject food into 
passed his fore-finger into the wound, think- the stomach till early on the third day, 
ing thereby to make his death more certain. | when my patient’was partly insensible ; he, 
The injury inflicted did not prove imme- | however, was sufficiently sensible to pain 
diately fatal, nor was the perpetration of to resist my efforts to pass a tube (which 
the act immediately discovered. 1 first saw was too large) through the nostril into the 
him about an hour after he had made the stomach. I then introduced the tube through 
attempt at self-destruction ; he was then in the mouth, and from ten to fifteen inches 
a faint and almost exhausted condition,| went very readily, as I at first thought, 
with cold extremities ; the hemorrhage had down the esophagus, but almost imme- 
nearly subsided, and no ligature was applied diately hearing a rustling noise in the tube, 
to any blood vessel. In every effort to and seeing a discharge of the sanious offen- 
speak, the air passed distinctly through the | sive fluid making its way through the ex- 
wound, and upon introducing the point of | tremity, which was hanging out over the 
my finger I felt the rough edges of the throat, upon closer inspection 1 was quite 
divided thyroid cartilage. 1 made no fur- | satisfied that my patient was breathing 
ther examination into the extent of the in-| through the tube, and consequently that it 
jury, but concluded, from the manner in had passed down the trachea ; its presence 
which the penknife had been used, that | did not give any particular inconvenience, 
much mischief might have been done which | therefore 1 was not in any haste to with- 
was not easily discoverable. 1 dressed the draw it, and had ample time to assure my- 
wound in a very simple way, and desired | self and assistant that such was the fact. 
my patient to be kept quiet, and not allowed | I made no subsequent attempt to inject food 
to speak, as it was with much difficulty he | into the stomach, as my patient was so far 
was understood, his voice being reduced to| gone that I did not expect him to live 
a whisper ; he was impatient and irritable | through another twelve hours: he expired 
in temper, expressed no sorrow for the act | about eight hours after. 
he had done, and hoped not to recover. He | Upon examination after death, I found 
was subject to habitual cough, and this | the soft parts round the wound in a state 
continued with the expectoration of mucus /|of mortification, which rendered any wise 
and blood, some of which made its way | dissection of them utterly impossible. The 
through the wound. A state of slight fe-|/larynx was opened by a Jagged wound, 
brile excitement supervened on the second ; which had severed the thyroid cartilage into 
day, the bloody expectoration gradually three pieces, but the aperture through the 
lessened, an unhealthy kind of inflammation | lining membrane was not much lerger than 
attacked the wound, accompanied with aj sufficient to admit a common sized quill. 
sanious offensive discharge ; the air ex-| The mucous membrane of the trachea was 
pired was so intolerably offensive that it| inflamed throughout ; no breach of structure 
was a most disagreeable task to approach | could be discovered into the pharynx or gullet. 
the bed-side of the patient; mortification} From the history and dissection of the 
ensued, and at the end of the third day he | above case, and particularly from the occur- 
expired; delirium and insensibility, with | rence of the introduction of the elastic tube 
laborious respiration, as usual, preceded this | through the larynx and down the trachea, | 
event. A few hours after the wound had | feel disposed to differ from you in the opi- 
been inflicted my patient expressed a wish | nion, that the esophagus had been wounded 
for something to drink ; milk and water were | and the wound healed in the case reported 
given him, but the effort of swallowing was|in Tur Lancer. 1 do feel assured that in 
attended with much pain, a fit of coughing| the case I have related there had heen no 
threatening suffocation was produced, and| wound in the wsophogus, for it must have 
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ANEURISM OF THE INNOMINATA. 655 


been almost impossible for it to have healed |the exact nature of the operation contem- 
whilst inflammation and even mortification | plated for this woman's relief. 


was going on in the adjacent parts in an old 
and broken-down constitution, to say no- 
thing of cicatrix not to be found. I there- 


I am, my dear Sir, 
Most sincerely yours, 
(Signed) D. Barry. 


fore believe that the passing of fluid through |7, Great Marylebone-street, 


a cut larynx in attempts at deglutition, is} 
no sure proof of an existing wound in the | 


Cavendish-square. 
* 6th July, 1827. 


esophagus. The only explanation I am| ‘“ Mrs. Denmark.—This woman may be 
able to give is, that the injury that nerves, ; about 45 or 50 years of age, tall, and appa- 
blood vessels, and muscles had received,| rently well formed; spare habit; counte- 
and the subsequent inflammation, had very | nance a dirty whitish yellow, slightly leuco- 
greatly impeded the natural functions of the | phlegmatic. Upon stripping the neck and 
parts ; the rima glottidis was not closed by | upper part of the bust, the left side of the 
the epiglottis, from the want of the proper | neck appears fuller than the right, particu- 
exercise of certain muscles, as occurs in de- | larly along the course of the carotid, which 
glutition when naturally performed, and that! pulsates strongly, and seems enlarged. 
therefore fluid easily finds its way through | There is no pulsation either to be seen or 
the former, and so out through the exter- | felt in the carotid of the right side, after it 
nal opening. ' emerges from below the clavicle. 

A cut throat, though unhappily of too} Upon looking attentively at the upper 
frequent occurrence, no not come every | anterior margin of the thorax, along the 
day under the care of a medical man, and | line of the clavicles, a protuberance is seen 
in this'instance it would have been of some | on the right side, formed apparently by the 
importance to me to have known that the pushing forward of the sternal end of the 
integrity of the esophagus had been com- | right clavicle, which is seen in evident mo- 
plete, as I should have attempted earlier tion at its articulation with the sternum. 
the injection of food into the stomach, | This motion is produced by a strongly pul- 
which, if successful, would have given my | sating body placed behind the clavicle, and 
patient a somewhat better chance of re-| is synchronous with the beat of the artery 
covery. at either wrist. The sterno-clavicular arti- 
culation seems loosened, and the pulsation 
can be seen and felt between the clavicle 
and the root of the neck. 

Percussion, on M. Piorry’s pleximetre, 
applied over the part, gives the sound which 
space fully occupied by liquid always does, 
and that precisely in the line of the enlarge- 
ADESEINS GF CHR. TERSMENATS. ment visible to the eye. The space over 

—— which the dull call is heard, might be 


Copy of @ Letter from Dr. Barry to James | covered by half a turkey’s egg, extending 
Wardrop, Esq., on the subject of his last from the sternal end of the clavicle towards 
Operation for the cure of Aneurism. its middle. The slightest percussion on the 

most prominent part of the tumour gives pain. 

Thursday, Aug. 16, 1827. The heart examined at the precordial re- 

My pear Srr,—In reply to your letter, I| gion by the stethoscope, presents no im- 
beg leave to state, that my examination of} pulse, and but a moderate sound on either 

Mrs. Denmark’s case took place at her own | side. On the right side below the clavicle, 

apartments on the forenoon of the 6th ult., | the impulse felt is very powerful, and the 

in the presence of her husband only. sound harsh (bruit de scie). On the left, 

From her mind being perfectly tranquil, | below the clavicle, the impulse and sound 
and from her having made no exertion of| are still considerable, but less so than on 
any kind that morning, she was in the state | the right. Percussion gives a natural sound 


W. Prerry, M.R.C.S. 
Mabledon-place, Aug. 16th, 1827. 











most favourable for stethoscopic observation. 
I had besides examined ber in a similar 
manner more than once before. | 

Although the notes taken on that occa- 
sion immediately after quitting the patient’s 
room, were intended merely as a memoran- 
dum for my own satisfaction in following up 
the progress of this highly interesting case, 
I send you a copy of them with much plea- 
sure, agreeably to your request. You have 
it verbatim from the original manuscript. 
You will perceive that 1 was not aware of 





all over the front of the chest on the left 
side. There is a bronchial wheeze in the 
respiration observed by the patient only 
within the last fifteen days. 

Diagnosis.—From the impulse felt under 
and below the right clavicle, and from its 
absence in the precordial regions, the im- 
pelled body must be situated above the base 
of the heart. 

From the situation of the tumour, from 
the results afforded by percussion, the arte- 
ria innominata must be considerably dilated. 
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From the wheezing, (vale sibilante, ) from 
the impulse synchronous with the pulse, 
from the ‘* bruit de scie,”’ the aorta within the 
| meagy~8s and at its arch, is most proba- 

ly dilated, and presses upon some of the 
bronchi. 

The regularity of the motions of the heart, 
and the total absence of palpitations, would 
seem to show that the valves are perfect. 

From the increased size of the left caro- 
tid, and from the absence of pulsation in 
the right, I would say that the former is 
uniformly dilated, and the latter obliterated, 
or nearly so. 

nosis.—F rom all the above considera- 
tions, and from others not strictly mecha- 
nical, I would say, that this case must ter- 
minate fatally, but perhaps at a very distant 
period, and that no operation on the right 
carotid can be of service. 

July 7th. The right subclavian artery 
has been tied, as it passes between the sca- 
leni muscles. ‘The vessel appeared, I am 
told, perfectly healthy. 

July 8th. Saw the patient this morning, 
she appears to go on well; slight pulsation 
discoverable at the right wrist. Tumour 
not examined. 

Saw the patient two days after the ligature 
had come away ; countenance, though pale, 
much improved in expression and appear- | 
ance ; pulsation and enlargement of the left 


carotid diminished. Motion of the heart) 


feeble but regular. No impulse at the pra- 
cordial region. Impulse below and behind 
the right clavicle much less than when last 
examined. Motion at the sterno-clavicular 
articulation not perceptible. Tumour be- | 
tween the clavicle and the rest of the neck 


still pulsates, but feels to me hard. It is} 


certainly diminished in size. Bronchial 


some little time after delivery, she appeared 
to be doing well; but from some original 
debility the uterus did not contract com- 
pletely ; blood was poured out into its ca- 
vity, so as to redistend it, although no ha. 
morrhage appeared externally. From the 
pallid expression of my patient’s counte. 
nance, with her extreme restlessnes, | was 
convinced hemorrhage was taking place, 
Upon placing my hand on the abdomen, [ 
found the uterus very considerably distend- 
ed, demanding prompt and active measures, 
I immediately introduced one hand into the 
uterus, removed the grumous blood, and 
gently stimulated it to contract, applying ex- 
ternal pressure with the other, at the same 
time that cold water was dashed on the ex. 
ternal parts by an assistant. The exhaus- 
| tion of the powers of the system was such, 
| that life could scarcely be supported by re- 
peated small doses of brandy and water, 
which were given, whilst cold water was 
occasionally sprinkled on the face. As there 
appeared little disposition about the uterus 
to contract, and as the woman was labour- 
ing under extreme debility, so truly distress- 
ing and highly alarming, | determined to try 
the ergot of rye, the good effects of which 
I had seen in protracted cases of labour; 
reasoning from analogy, that if it excited a 
specific influence over the uterus in excit- 
ing those contractions necessary to the ex- 
pulsion of the child, it ought to produce 
| contraction and restrain the uterine hwemor- 
thage. Twenty-five grains of the powder- 
ed ergot of rye were infused in an ounce of 
water, with a drachm of spirit, and given to 
the patient, and ordered to be repeated in 
twenty minutes, A few minutes after tak- 
ing the powder it was rejected by vomiting, 
but the woman appeared a little revived, 





wheeze no longer perceptible by the pa-/| and the uterus began to contract. The me- 


tient, but still slightly heard through the ste- 
thoscope. Percussion not applied. Sleep 
at night tranquil; respiration easy; pains 
felt in the right side of the head and neck, 
right shoulder and arm, before the opera- 
tion, no longer troublesome. Says she feels 
* quite another woman.’ 
«DD. B.” 





ON THE SECALE CORNUTUM IN UTERINE 
NEMORRHAGR. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Stn,—I shall feel obliged by your giving 
insertion to the following observations made 
on the use of the ergot of rye, in reply to a 
question in a letter which appears on p. 368 
of your 12th volume, ‘‘ On the Secale Cor- 
nutum in Uterine Hemorrhage :”°— 


I was called — toattend J.S., et. 32, 
taken in labour, of a spare and debilitated 
habit. He? labour was natural, and for 


|dicine was repeated at the time prescribed, 
jand this remained on the stomach. The 
| patient now complained of pain in the ab- 
|domen ; the uterus continued its contrac- 
| tions on my hand, and a few minutes after- 
| wards it was well contracted, resembling a 
hard ball, and the hemorrhage ceased. A 
bandage was afterwards placed over the 
uterine region moderately tight, and the 
patient eventually did well. I have since 
met with a similar case, although not so 
alarming. In this instance I gave half a 
drachm of the ergot of rye in powder every 
twenty minutes; the result was favourable. 
Ilow far the insertion of the above, as the 
result of my personal observation and ex- 
perience, may prove useful respecting the 
benefit to be derived from the secale cor- 
nutum in uterine hemorrhage, I must leave 
you to determine. 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Samuret Mitcargp. 
Bristol, 15th August, 1827. 



































































































THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, August 25, 1827. 
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Tur Governors of St. Bartholomew's | 
Hospital, as we anticipated, are not satisfied 
with the report of the Special Committee. At| 
the general court of Governors holden on 
Wednesday, the business appeared to com- 
mence by the production of one of the Num- 
bers of this Journal, which, to the utter | 
astonishment of the gentleman who held it, 
was found to contain a very accurate report 
of the proceedings of the Committee ; upon 
was levelled at the 





which some censure 
great but unknown reporter. It was soon | 
discovered, however, that they took no oath 
of secresy, nor were they pledged, or even 
enjoined, to silence. One Governor sug- 
gested, that if they were dissatisfied, Tue 
Lancet might favour them with another 
The almoners and committee men 
and | 





report. 
are all of the Jjhighest respectability, 
they ought not, when deliberating on the 
interests of a public charity, to wish that 
their transactions should slumber in obscu- 
rity, or be concealed from the great mass of 
the people. There was a tedious and ram- 
bling debate whether Mr. Abernethy should 
be elected a Governor, whether certain of 
the edical officers should be called in, for 
the investigation of the bond affair, and like- 
wise whether, under existing circumstances, 
the day of election should not be postponed. 
In the midst of this discussion, the follow- 
ing very long exculpatory letter, (as it was 
called,) from Mr, Abernethy, was read to 
the Court :— 


To the President, Treasurer, and Governors of 
St. Bartholomew's Hospital. 


Genrtemen,—As my character for can- 
dour and honesty, which I value much more 
than professional reputation, seems to have 
been impeached, I beg permission to sub- 
mit to your consideration the following nar- 
rative of facts. 
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of surgeon when I should attain the age of 
60, it became (as that period approached) a 
subject of consideration whether I should 
relinquish my lectures in your theatre at the 
same time ; and if I did so, whom I should 
recommend as my successor. Mr. Stanley 
appeared to me to be the only person edu- 
cated in your school willing and competent 
to undertake the task. At the same time 
it also became a question with me to what 
profession I should educate my son, who, at 
the time of my intended resignation, would 
be seventeen years of age. Having always 
disliked the medical profession, I was very 
reluctant that he should engage in it, but 
many members of my own family, and many 
of my friends, urged me to educate him to 
medicine, because, in their opinion, he had 
a much greater chance of success in that 
profession than in any other. Under these 
circumstances I resolved to educate my son 
upon the same terms that I myself had been 
brought up, viz. under the persuasion, that 
when competent to the task, he would be 
called upon to teach anatomy and physio- 
logy, such being the only means by which I 
could strongly excite him to study his pro- 
fession with diligence. 

I spoke to Mr. Stanley on the subject 
three years before my meditated resigna- 
tion of the office of surgeon, telling him 


| that if he would make himself competent to 


deliver the lectures, I would relinquish them 
to him at the same time that I resigned the 
surgeoncy of the Hospital, upon condition 
that he should assist my son as I had assisted 
him. This offer was made before any of the 
apprentices of the Hospital had shown a 
disposition to become demonstrators in the 
school ; and I saw no reason why my son 
might not render himself a distinguished 
teacher, especially with those advantages 
from education which I could suggest and 
afford to him. There was, however, seme- 
thing in this arrangement unpleasant to my 
mind. Asa bargain between Mr. Stanley 
and myself, I considered it to be a very fair 
one; yet I perceived it might appear to 
operate in favour of my son, to the disad- 
vantage to others who might be more com- 
petent instructors. I therefore applied to 
all the medical officers of the Hospital at 
that time, viz. to Doctors Roberts, Powell, 
and Hue—toSir Ludford Harvey and Mr. Vin- 
cent, and they all (with the exception of Dr. 
Roberts, who would not give any opinion on 
the subject) declared that they thought the 
arrangement proper and honourable. I also 
mentioned these circumstances to several of 
the Governors with whom I happened to 
have opportunities of communication, as 
well as to many other persons. ‘The habit 


of candidly announcing my thoughts and de- 
signs, has procured for me, at all times, the 





Having pledged myself to resign the office 
No. 208, 


advantage of public opinion; and several 
2U 
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of my medical friends told me, that I ought 
not to resign the lectures ; for it would not 
only be detrimental to the school, but give 
me less chance of introducing my son as my 
successor, should he make himself compe- 
tent to the task, for upon no other terms 
would I presume to recommend him. 

As the time of my resignation approached, 
I began to perceive that | had no assurance 
of Mr. Stanley's performing his engagement, 
except by pecuniary obligation. Between 
him and me there was a contract or bar- 
gain; I gave up to him a considerable in- 
come, and he in return was pledged to pro- | 
mote the interests of my son. He objected | 
to any pecuniary contract. His uncle, Mr. 
“Thomas Blizard, offered to be bound for 
him. To this also Mr. Stanley objected, 





and no contract was entered into. No arti- 
cles even of co-partnership were drawn up, 
and everything was left to Mr. Stanley's! 
honour. That any pecuniary contract had | 
ever been contemplated, was known only to | 
the parties immediately concerned, and by | 
whom it has been sevedied, so as to produce | 
impressions unfavourable to my character, 
is, I believe, well known to many, and must 
be apparent to all. 

When Mr. Stanley became engaged in 
the lectures, it was necessary to choose 
other demonstrators, and Mr. Skey and Mr. 
Wormald were appointed. Whilst I have 
superintended the Medical School, 1 have, 
without any reference to my own interest, 
endeavoured to engage those persons who 
might afterwards become surgeons to the 
Hospital in anatomical and physiological 
pursuits, in order more perfectly to qualify 
them for their future important and highly 
responsible station. 

Thus were Mr, Lawrence and Mr. Stan- 
ley brought forward, and subsequently Mr. 
Skey and Mr. Wormald. The latter gen- 
tlemen well knew all that had passed be- 
tween myselfand Mr. Stanley, and when I 
found that Mr. Stanley had, without informing 
me, tried to get them to sign an engagement 
hot to oppose my son, should he qualify 
himself to become a lecturer, I told him 
that he had done wrong, for that these gen- 
tlemen were not under that kind of obliga- 
tion to me that he was, and therefore I had 
no right to exact such a promise from them. 
f added, they received the office of demon- 
strator with the knowledge of our inten- 
tions, and consequently are bound in honour 
not to use the means which we have put in 
their power to counteract our arrangement. 

Afterwards, when I had virtually resigned 
the office of surgeon, and no longer took a 
part in the medical deliberations of the Hos- | 
pital, hearing that it was the opinion of the 
medical officers (by whom I think such 
questions ought to be decided,) that 1 had 





better not urge any claim from the promise 
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of Mr. Stanley, I dismissed the subject from 
my mind: well knowing, thatif my son does 
what his father wishes, he could qualify 
himself to become a teacher, and thereby 
ensure his own reputation in any situation 
which might appear to him most advanta- 
yeous. 

What the Governors of the Hospital may 
think of the facts which I have thus simply 
and hastily narrated, 1 presume not to de- 
termine. There is nothing in them which I 
ever sought to conceal, or of which | feel 
the least ashamed, having reason to believe 
that some of these facts, grossly misrepre- 
sented, have been brought forward to pre- 
judice the minds of the Governors against 
me, and probably also employed as an elec- 
tioneering expedient, I most respectfully 
and earnestly entreat, that if any thing be 
said in your Committees or Courts deroga- 
tory to my character, that you will allow me 
to be called in to hear and confront my de- 
famers. 

T have the honour to be, 
Gentlemen, 
Your faithful and obedient servant, 


Joun Aperyetny, 
Beédford-row, 8th Aug. 1327. 


P.S. It having been reported that some 
charge was to be brought against me at a 
Court holden on Tuesday the 7th of August, 
I attended at the Hospital, and solicited one 
of the Governors, that ifsuch charge should 
hg brought forward, I might be called in. 

The Court, however, broke up without 
allowing me to appear, which induced me 
to write the foregoing letter; but having 
received a summons to attend at a Com- 
mittee on the 14th, I suppressed it. This 
Committee also was dissolved without my 
being admitted ; I am consequently left to 
conjecture the nature of this accusation, and 
compelled to publish the preceding narra- 
tive of facts; I, however, have no doubt, 
that a paper drawn up by Mr. Stanley with- 
out my authority, and given to Mr. Wor- 
mald, forms the basis of the whole plot. It 
has been represented to the Governors, that 
Mr. Skey has signed a paper of this kind, 
which Mr. Wormald refused to do, and that 
in consequence I have assisted Mr. Skey in 
his canvass; I beg leave, therefore, to as- 
sure the Governors, that I never gave Mr. 
Skey any intelligence, and that I have not 
requested any Governor to vote for him, 
feeling equal good-will to both the candi- 
dates. I wrote for each such a testimonial 
as his respective studies and conduct en- 
titled him to demand, when two years ago 
I first tendered my resignation. To every 
inquiry made of me, I have uniformly an- 
swered, I do not think there will be any 
vacancy, for I have no intention to resign. 
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My unpremeditated resignation was given 
in from understanding that such was the 
wish of the Governors, and that I should be 
allowed to continue my Lectures as here- | P 
tofore. P 


19th August. 


The reading of this letter appeared to 
produce for its author a mixed sensation of 
surprise, pity, and contempt. Certain pas- 
sages were regarded as so ludicrous, that 
several of the Governors with difficulty 
restrained themselves from indulging in| a 
loud laughter, which, indeed, is not at all/» 


extraordinary, copsidering the farcical na-| address you. * * * 
to speak, shall speak. * * * It is a most 


impertinent thing in any may to tell me who 


ture of the document. Its production was 
decidedly injurious to the cause of the 
“ straight-forward-man.” At length the]! 
Court came to the resolution, ‘‘ That the | ( 
report be sent back to the Special Committee 
for their FURTHER INVESTIGATION, that their 
deliberations be communicated to the Gene- 
ral Court on Tuesday next, August 28th, 
and that the election for a surgeon ‘and 
assistant-surgeon to the Hospital do take 
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Tuesday, November the 10th, whilst the 
discussion was going on relative to the ap- 


No. 168 of this Journal. 
reflect on the presumption of their servant 
as displayed on that occasion : 


without my approbation. 


659 


ointment of pemonsrrators. A full re- 
ort of these proceedings may be found in 
Let the governors 


“Mr. Anernetuy. Whatever may be 


said, I demand silence ; and 1 can tell you 
this, that no one shall speak in this theatre 


Mr. Skey shall 
ot address you; Mr. Lawrence sabe 
OT appREss you; nor shall Mr, Stanley 
Whom J avrnonizs 


am to choose for my agent or servant 
DEMONSTRATOR). * * * * What has the 


puBLic to do with the acts of this place? I say 
the 
And in the letter which we have just inserted, 
Mr. Abernethy tells the Governors, as 
plainly as a man can speak, that he con- 
sidered he could either barter the lec- 


rustic has nothing to do with them.” 


place on Wednesday next, the 29th.” Thus} tures or resign them to whomsoever he 


the Governors have acted in exact accord- 
ance with the opinions expressed in our]i 


might deem it expedient. Mark the follow- 


ng :—‘ I spoke to Mr. Stanley on the sub- 


last Number. We feel persuaded, that their | ject three years before my meditated resigna- 


determination thoroughly to analyse the 
bond transaction, will give great and gene- 
ral satisfaction. If they had passed it over 
in silence, and had acquiesced in the re- 
port of the Special Committee, hence- 
forth they would have been regarded as 
Mr. Abernethy’s agents or tools. But their 
conduct on Wednesday last shows, that they 
know how to maintain and how to exercise 
their authority ; that they know who are the 
stipendiary officers, and who appoint them. 
In this respect it would seem, however, 
that there is great difference of opinion be- 
tween the Governors and Mr. Abernethy, 
who evidently looks on the Theatre as his 
own property, at least that he is the head of 
its government. We are surely justified in 
making this statement, from Mr. Aberne- 
thy’s own language held in the Theatre on 





lectures, 
ui, at the same time that I resigned the 
surgeoncy of the Hospital, upon condition thas 
he should assist my son as I had assisted him.” 


tion of the office of surgeon, telling him, that 
if he would make himself competent to deliver the 


I wouLD RELINQUISH THEM TO 


He then says, ‘‘ There was, however, some- 


thing in this arrangement unpleasant to my 
mind ;” and truly we should think so, be- 


cause, in the first place, it was one that he 
had no right to make, and secondly, as he 
himself states, it might have operated in 
favour of his son to the disadvantage of 
others, who might be more competent 
teachers.” He therefore consulted the me- 
dical officers of the Hospital, who were to 
prescribe some remedy for his troubled con- 
sciecce. But it does not appear that he 
thought it at all mecessary to consult the 
2Ue 
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Governors generally, relative to the nego- 
tiation or transfer of the lectures, and only 
mentioned the circumstance to ‘‘ such Go- 
vernors as he happened to have opportuni- 
ties of communicating with,” This was, 
without doubt, a most convenient selection. 
«‘ Between him (Mr. Stanley) and me, 
THERE WAS A CONTRACT OR BARGAIN; I 
gave up to him a considerable income, and 
he in return was pledged to promote the interests 
of my son.” 

So far, we have only quoted such passages 
as are best calculated to exhibit to the 
Governors, the kind of property which Mr. 
Abernethy has considered the Lectures to 
be, and the manner in which he disposed of 
it, without at all consulting their wishes. 
We shall advert, hereafter, to the other 
parts of this curious performance. There is 
one passage, indeed, a notice of which ought 
not to be delayed ; here it is, ‘* Mr. Stan- 
L¥y appeared to me to be the ONLY PER- 
SON educated in your school, witt1nc and 
COMPETENT to undertake the task,” (the 
delivery of the lectures). As to the com- 
petrency ! of Mr. Lawrence, (who, be it re- 
membered, was educated in the St. Bartholo- 
mew’s school,) we shall not insult either 
the Governors or the reader, by saying a 
word on the subject; but we are very 
anxious to learn whether Mr. Lawrence's 
WILLINGNESS was ever put to the test, be- 
cause, if it were, much of the gravamen 
of the charges against Mr. Abernethy, 
will necessarily fall to the ground. The 
Governors, we hope, will ascertain this 
point ; and should it be proved, ultimately, 
that the lectures were given to Mr. Stanley 
by Mr. Abernethy, without their having 
been previously offered to Mr. Lawrence, in 
that case, we think, there can be but one 
opinion entertained either of the above pas- 
sage, of the motives that dictated it, or of 
the whole tenor of Mr. Abernethy’s conduct 
throughout this disgraceful transaction. 

Mr. Wormald, as well as Mr. Abernethy, 
has addressed a letter to the Governors, 





and, as we think that it ought to be seen 
by the public, we shall here insert it at 
length :— 


Srr,—In the year 1817, was bound appren. 
tice to Mr. Abernethy, in consideration of a 
fee of 5001. During the first two years, I at- 
tended the various lectures delivered at St, 
Bartholomew's Hospital ; during the sum- 
mers of the four last years, I was a dresser 
under Mr. Abernethy ; and inthe winter! was 
constantly employed either in the dissect- 
ing rooms assisting Mr. Stanley in instruct- 
ing the junior pupils, or in putting pre- 
parations in the Museum. One day during 
my apprenticeship, after an anatomical lec- 
ture, Mr. Abernethy requested me to ac- 
company him to Bedford-row to dinner, as 
he wished to have some conversation with 
me ; we walked together towards Bedford- 
row, and as we passed the end of Skinner- 
street, Mr. Abernethy commenced, as near 
as I can remember, in these words, ‘* Now 
you see I am old, and in all probability can- 
not last long, and some one must take the 
lectures, and I suppose that some one will 
be Mr. Stanley ; then there will be a demon- 
strator wanted, and who do you think is a 
proper person to fill the office?’ My an- 
swer was, I did not know. ‘‘ Well, but Stan- 
ley and I have been talking the matter over, 
and we agree that you are the most fit man 
among the apprentices, because you appear 
to work hard at the thing, to take kindly to 
it, and have a liking for it.” I answered, 
that I was taken by surprise, and totally un- 
prepared for such a proposal ; and that conse- 
quently I did not think myself exactly com- 
petent to undertake so arduous a situation, 
Mr. Abernethy replied, that 1 was not re- 
quired to demonstrate immediately, but that 
| must prepare myself, and that he had no 
doubt whatever of my competency ; he 
added, that I should receive 1501. per an- 
num, provided the class remained as nume- 
rous as it then was, and that if it decreased, 
the sum paid me must necessarily be less. 
I answered, that I would consult my father 
upon the subject, and be guided by him. 
I did so, and was advised by him by all 
means to accept the offer Mr. Abernethy 
had thus gratuitously and unexpectedly 
made. Accordipgly 1 informed Mr. Aber- 
nethy that I accepted the situation of de- 
monstrator, and of my determination of be- 
ing prepared when called upon. Mr. Aber- 
nethy answered, ‘‘ Well, you must work, 
work hard ; and if you do work, I have no 
doubt you will succeed in your undertaking ; 
and as to your competency, I am the best 
judge of that.” J immediately commenced, 
and prepared myself for the important duties 
attendant upon my newly-accepted office. 


After many months of hard fagging and la- 
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bour, for the sole purpose of being demon- | Mr. Skey was labouring under what the 
strator, Mr. Abernethy informed me, that| mad doctors call a delusion, in imagining 
Mr. Skey (who had been in France) was| that he could demonstrate, and that I had 
returned, and had been bothering him about | better be quiet and let him try, as he con- 
the demonstrations, saying, That he ought | sidered Mr. Skey had no chance of success. 
to have them, as they were his birthright, | Being thus compelled (although deelared 
he being the senior; that I, therefore, must| competent to the office) to surrender all 
relinquish my claim, and Mr. Skey must be | hopes of being demonstrator, and, conse- 
appointed. I very naturally complained of| quently, a teacher, | went on in the study 
the injustice of such proceeding, and in- | of my profession, without the inclination of 
formed Mr. Abernethy, * I bad told albmy again subjecting myself to a similar dis- 
friends that he (Mr. Abernethy) had pro-| appointment, and accordingly engaged my- 
mised me exclusively the office of demon- | self as house surgeon to Mr. Lawrence, 
strator of anatomy at St. Bartholomew’s, | which office I filled for twelve months, and, 





























freely, and of his own accord, without soli- 
citation on my part; and that now, after 
labouring hard, I was to be turned a-drift, 
merely because Mr. Skey was senior.” Mr. 
Abernethy then told me, that he considered | 
Mr. Skey was labouring under what the mad 
doctors call a delusion, in imagining that 
he could demonstrate ; that 1 had better be 
quiet, and let Mr. Skey try, as he consider- 
ed Mr. Skey had no chance of success, and | 
that then I might take the demonstrations 
if lL thought proper. To this I answered, 
that I thought Mr. Abernethy acted very 
unjustly towards me, and that | was greatly 
disappointed, as Mr. Abernethy had, of his 


on retiring, received from Mr. Lawrence the 
following testimonial :— 

“Mr. Thomas Wormald has discharged 
the duties of house surgeon to St. Bartholo- 
mew’s Hospital under my immediate di- 
rection and constant observation, for the last 
twelve months, conducting himself in ali 
respects to my entire satisfaction ; he has 
displayed talent, zeal, and unremitting ap- 
plication in the pursuit of knowledge, and 
has shown himself thoroughly conversant 
both with the scientific principles, and the 
practice of his profession. 

(Signed) W. Lawrence.” 


Previous to my becoming house surgeon, 





own free will, and without solicitation on my 
part or that of my friends, offered me the 
ottice of demonstrator, excited me to labour 
and work for that purpose ; and that as | 
had, upon the strength of such promise, 
entered into peculiar engagements, I there- 
fore felt bound, in regard to my own 


character, that Mr. Abernethy should give | 


me a declaration to satisfy my friends, that 
I was not deprived of office on account of 
incompetency, or any breach of moral con- 
duct, but in effect (although declared com- 
petent) to make way for Mr. Skey, because 
he was the senior, ‘This declaration ran as 
follows :— 


‘“« Thereby declare, that the new arrange- 


ment by which Thomas Wormald’s suc-| 


cession to the office of demonstrator at St. 
Bartholomew’s is rendered doubtful, has not 
been influenced by any consideration affect- 
ing, in the most distant manner, the pro- 
fessional competency, or the moral cha- 
racter, of Thomas Wormald, but is the 
result of circumstances over which he could 
have no control, 
Jonw Apennetuy.” 


I moreover requested Mr. Abernethy 
would go my family, and make them ac- 
quainted with the circumstances of my ex- 
pulsion—as not only my credit, but also my 
veracity was at stake. Mr. Abernethy did 
so—and there repeated his conviction of Mr. 
Skey’s total incompetency, in the terms as 
before related, in the presence of my father, 
and of the female part of my family, viz. that 


it was proposed by Mr. Abernethy that Mr. 
| Skey and myself should take the demon- 
| strations conjointly ; to this, after much dis- 
|eussion, I agreed, being persuaded, in my 
jown mind, that this last arrangement would be 
| permanent. 1 was as much astonished as 
indignant, at Mr. Stanley's informing me, 
{that I could not be demonstrator unless I 
signed a bond, pledging myself never to op- 
pose Mr. Abernethy’s son’s junction in the 
lectures, or, in other words, that | was not 
to oppose Mr. Abernethy’s son’s junction 
with Mr. Stanley, as co-lecturer, whenever 
| it might suit Mr. Abernethy to propose, or 
| his son to accept, of the office ; that after I 
| had worked for years, perhaps, inthe most la- 
| borious, most important, and worst paid office 
| in the school, I was to pledge myself (by this 
deed ) to allow young Abernethy to walk over 
my head, and fill that office which is invariably 
looked to by all subordinate lecturers as the 
summus honos, and the well-earned reward 
for years of previous toil, anxiety, and ex- 
pense. I asked Mr. Stanley, ‘‘ who had 
sent him on’ such an errand?” he told me, 
“ Mr. Abernethy.”’ I replied, ‘* 1 thought it 
| strange Mr. Abernethy did not come him- 
self.” I asked Mr. Stanley ‘ to allow me 
to look at the bond?” he answered, ‘‘ he 
had not one, but he wanted me to write it 
out myself.” This I refused to do, saying, 
“that he and Mr. Abernethy best knew 
what they wanted, and were best able to 
draw it up.” Mr. Stanley proposed that 
Mr. Macilwain, of Ely Place, who was pre- 











sent, should write it; but I objected, say- 
ing, ‘‘ that Mr. Stanley or Mr. Abernethy 
must do it.” He then drew up the paper 
which you have seen ; having read it, I re- 
fused to sign it ; but said, * I would show 
it to my friends, and teke their opinion upon 
it.” Before I obtained tha bond, I asked 
Mr. Stanley ‘* if Mr. Skey had signed any 
deed?” and was informed by him, ‘‘ that he 
was ready to do so.’ I asked him likewise, 
** in case | proved myself independent, and 
refused to put my hand to such a shameful 
paper, what would be the consequence ?”’ 
and was informed, that ‘‘ there were other 
men who were ready to fill the situation of 
demonstrator, and that it was absolutely 
necessary to sign it, previous to having any 
Sepemees confirmed.” My reason for 
obtaining the bond was—that not even in 
case my friends had advised me to sign it, 
would I have done so; but, that had I 
again been deceived, 1 might always have 
in my possession the two documents, one 
signed by Mr. Abernethy, the other in 
Mr. Stanley’s handwriting, declaratory of | 
the true causes of my deprivation of office. 
Having thus obtained possession of the 





deed, I was quite satisfied, and remained 
careless whether | were deprived of the! 
office or not. I ought here to state, that 
three or four months ago, Mr. Stanley | 
wished me to burn this deed, but I refused. 

A day or two before the deed was pre- | 
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demonstrations under the restrictions you 
wish to impose, I therefore must decline 
having anything more to do with them. 
lam your obedient servant, 
Tuomas Wormatp, 
To John Abernethy, Esq. 


Upon coming to town, Mr. Abernethy 
told me, ‘* he thought I had better consider 
about them.” I answered, ‘‘ 1 had made up 
my mind to have nothing to do either with 
them or Mr. Skey.” Some time after this 
Mr. Stanley advised me strongly to take 
them with Mr. Skey, and as my friends 
likewise advised me to do so, I consented. 
Mr. Skey commenced, and after several de. 
monstrations, was not allowed to proceed by 
the class. In conversation with Mr. Aber. 
nethy, after Mr. Skey’s failure, he repeat- 
edly expressed himself as follows :—** Why, 
what can the poor devil do, if he be not 
appointed demonstrator? he will be dis- 
graced in the eyes of the profession, and 
what is to become of him, in the name of 
God I cannot tell.” Mr. Skey made a se- 
cond attempt last October, and you will be 
enabled to form an opinion of the manner 
in which he was received, and the degree 
of satisfaction he gave, from a perusal of 
the short-hand account given in the inclosed 
periodical, pages 203, 204, &e. 

On Thursday, Nov. 9, a paper, calling a 
meeting of the pupils at a quarter to two 


sented to me for signature, Mr. Stanley, | o'clock, by Mr. Stanle 
accompanied by Mr. Jefferson of Islington, | anatomical theatre. 
an intimate friend and old pupil of Mr.| that meeting may be gathered from the in- 
Abermethy, called at my father’s house at | closed publication, page 203, No. 168. It 


, Was posted at the 
What took place at 


Highbury, and endeavoured to pa the | was on this day, and after Mr. Stanley had 
female part of my family to influence me in spoken to the assembled pupils, that Mr. 
my conduct, by saying, that it was to my | Abernethy addressed a considerable num- 
interest, as by being demonstrator, it would | ber of gentlemen in the museum, and, in 
give me a start in the world, &c. &c. ; but, the course of that speech, made use of the 
of course, these sentiments made not the | following words :—‘‘ As to that chap Skey, 


slightest impression on me, and the answer 
1 returned was, ‘‘ that I would sooner thrust 
my right hand into the fire, than sign any 
paper or document of the kind.” When 
Mr. Stanley called at Highbury, the fol- 
lowing question was put to him: “ Per- 
haps, Mr. Stanley, you have been gene- 
rous enough to sign a bond on the occa- 
sion?” towhich Mr. Stanley answered, “Per- 
haps you mean fool enough? perhaps I have.” 
J have since learnt, that a bond was drawn 
up between Mr. Abernethy and Mr. Stan- 
ley, in which it was proposed that Mr. Stan- 
leyshould forfeit 14,000/., if Mr. Abernethy’s 
son wes not co-lecturer with him; whe- 
ther this bond was ever signed I do not know. 
On one occasion, being pressed to accept the 
demonstrations, | deterinined to have nothing 
more te do with them, and therefore wrote 
from the country to this effect. 
ta,—Myself and my friends agree, that 
« is not worth my while accepting the 


je never was a man of method, order, or 
regularity ; but as for Tommy Wormald, he 
| is a man after my own heart, and I have not 
the slightest doubt of his success.” 
| It was at this time Mr. Abernethy wished 
| me todemonstrate on alternate fortnights with 
Mr.Skey, on which occasion | wrote a letter 
to Mr. Abernethy to this purport—that my 
reasons for declining lecturing on alternate 
fortnights with Mr.Skey were,thatno one had 
ever been able to pull with him, and asked him 
the following questions: Did you pull with 
him, Mr. Abernethy, when Mr. Skey dissect- 
ed for lecture ? had Mr. Stanley been able 
to do so? could Mr. Earle, when Mr. Skey 
was his dresser? I said that I need not 
answer these questions, and was it there- 
fore reasonable to expect that 1 could risk 
my reputation by junction with him. On 
the occasion when Mr. Abernethy proposed 
that the class should decide for or against 
| Mr. Skey by ballot, Mr, Abernethy after- 
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Skey been ballotted for he would have been 
black-balled. * * * * 
In conclusion, Sir, I have only to say, that 
I delivered the second course of last year 
to the entire satisfaction of Mr. Abernethy, 
Mr, Stanley, and a numerous class, averag- 
ing at least 120 pupils daily, invariably 
receiving the kindest and most enthusias- 
tic reception. 
I am, my dear Sir, 
Yours sincerely, 


Tos. Wormatp 





at every step he gets further into the mire. 


Would that he could be extricated, with his the cultivation of medical science. 


white locks unsullied. But we fear that | 


is impossible. 


FIVE YEARS ; and reeollecting what he really 


has done for the profession, who can con- |more correct conclusion, if we present the 


template the termination of his professional | 
life without the deepest regret. The Gover. 
nors have a painful duty to perform, but we 


feel assured they will execute it to the per- |they must necessarily attach to any evidence 


fect satisfaction of the public. If the 


Mr. Anernetuy, Nov. 8th, 1826. 
(Addressing the Class.) 


** T do assure you that I do not wish you 
to support Mr. Skey against your own con- 
viction of his ability ; 1 mean, without you 
are assured that he has the requisite degree 
of knowledge. I say to you I cannot doubt it, 
for he has been working so many years at 
anatomy ; without you are assured that he 
has the requisite degree of knowledge,—and I 
speak confidently om that, when I say raat I 
AM PERSUADED THAT HE HAS THE ABILITY 
TO commuNicaTE knowledge, probably in a 
greater — than I have,” &c, &c.—(See 
Lancet, Vol. XI. p. 185.) 


Me. Asernetuy to the Crass, 


“IT have heard him (Mr. Skey) express 
himself upon subjects of a complex nature, in 
such a manner as to show the possession of con- 
siderable powers of communicating information.” 
—Abernethy to Class, published in Tue 
Lancet. E 
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wards told me, that he believed had Mr.|funds of our great hospitals are to be laid 
out in building theatres of anatomy, to be 
employed only for the private emolument of 
individuals, it is but right that the people 
should be acquainted with the circum- 
stance, otherwise the amount of their sub- 
scriptions might be applied to purposes they 
never contemplated, and which they could 
not sanction. 
occasion, convince Mr, Asernetiy that the 
theatre is not nis, that it was not built for 
The further we proceed, the worse is the |him, but for the benefit of the community, 


plight in which we behold Mr. Abernethy— founded as it is on the sound and extensive 
\asis of public utility, in being devoted to 


Ile has now delivered lec- |seconp rerorr of the Special Committee, 
tures within the walls of St. Bartholo- and have only to hope that it will prove 


mew’s Hospital nearly, or quite, ruinty- |more satisfactory than the first. It might 
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Let the Governors, on this 










We shall look with much anxiety for the 









probably expedite the inquiry, and lead toa 







Committee with the variegated testimony 
which some of the witnesses have given 






on other occasions, and the great weight 








emanating from the same individuals. 






Mr, Aserneruy to Mr, Wormatp. 





“Mr. Abernethy then told me, that he 
considered Mr. Skey was labouring under 
what the mad doctors call a delusion, in imagin- 
ing that he covey pemonstrate ; that I had 
better be quiet, and let Mr. Skey try, as he consi- 
dered Mr, Skey iad NO CHANCE OF BUCCESS, 
and that then 1 might take the demonstra- 
tions if I thought proper.” — Wormald’s 
Letter. 




























Mr. Anernetay to Mr. Wormacp. 





“« As to that chap Skey, he never was a 
man of method, order, or regularity. * * * 
He then repeated his conviction of Mr. 
Skey’s total incompetency, and that he was 
labouring under what the mad dectors call a 

usion, in 1mAGinING that he cou.p de- 
monstrate.”—Wormald’s Letter. 
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Mr. Anennetny to the Crass. 

** T do assure you I do not wish you to 
support Mr. Skey against your own convic- 
tion of his ability ; I mean without you were 
assured that he has the requisite degree of 
knowledge. I say to you 1 cannor povar 
ir, and | speak confidently on that when I 
say I am ‘persuaded that he has the ability 
to communicate knowledge probably in a 
greater degree than I have.’’—Address to 
the Class. 


Mr. Srantry to Mr. Aserneruy, in the 
Theatre, before the Class. 

‘* I say that the responsibility of the ad- 

you, and 

_ * 


vertisements entirely rested with 
that I was not free toact. * * 
The only arrangement I could get him to 
come to was, that Mr. Wormald should be 
advertised as a demonstrator, leaving Mr. 
Skey out, to which I objected. I went to 
him again, and the best arrangement | could 
possibly make, was that which appeared. I 
again therefore do say, I was not free to act.” 


Mr. Srantey to the Crass. 
«* I was not free to act, and I did not 
put in the advertisements in obedience to 
my own feelings as to what was right.” 


Mr. Stanxey to the Crass. 

** Over and over again has Mr. Abernethy 
expressed his belief in the i ency of 
Mr. Skey. Nay, more than that, 1 do main- 
tain, that within the last nine months has 
Mr. Abernethy pronounced his incompetency 
publicly; Mr. Abernethy came out of the 
theatre, called him a fool. and applied every 
contemptuous epithet to him, desiring him 
to leave the place.”’"—Stanley's Speech in Tue 
Lancet. 


Mr. Sranvey to the Crass. 


“« Mr. Abernethy said, let Mr. Skey and 
Mr. Wormald come forward; then he said 
let it be Mr. Wormald alone, and let Mr. 
Skey try ofterwards, I said, no ; that won't 
do. 1 was left to think it over, until the 
next Friday ; and | then said that | rnovcur 
the best thing to be done would be to ad- 
vertise myself. 


Mr. Stantey to the Crass. 
“ Tt was then arsanged that my name 
should appear, but that t#ey should demon- 
strate.” 





SUBSCRIPTION FOR MR. COOKE. 

ALtuovGnu we are proud to range among 
the Subscribers to Mr. Cooke many of the 
wisest, the most distinguished, and the libe- 
ral of the medical profession, yet we cannot 
but regret that the amount received has not 
altugether answered our expectations of 
fully indemnifying an unfortunate gentle- 
man from the expenses of a persecution, to 
which, in the cause of science, he was so dis- 
gracefully subjected. It is necessary, how- 
ever, to close the subscription on the 22d of 
September, as it is our intention to print a 
corrected list of the subscribers in the last 
Number of our present Volume. By Satur- 
day, the 22d of September, however, we 
trust the amount will be considerably aug- 
mented. 


To the Editor of Tur Laxcete 
Sirn,—The accompanying sum of money 
has been subscribed by the undermentioned 
medical gentlemen of Wigan, for Mr. Cooke 
of Exeter, towards defraying the expense 








he incurred, on account of the prosecution 
which he has lately undergone ; and I have 
pleasure in passing it into your hands, asa 
small proof of their approbation of the in- 
fluential and independent conduct which 
you have manifested in defence of the sci- 
ence which they profess. 


I am, Sir, your admirer, and 
Your obliged servant, 
Joun Laruam. 


House Surgeon of the Wigan Dispensary. 
Aug. 21, 1827. 


£ sd, 
Subscriptions already announced 159 5 0 
s. 
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10 
10 
10 
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10 
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10 
10 
10 
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Mr. Smith 
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Amonc the “ original papers” which 
Dr. Macleod has ‘* obtained from pub- 
lic institutions and other authentic sources,* 
and packed up in his neatly-coloured Jour- 
nal for the present month, isa “case in 
which the external iliac artery was tied under 
peculiar circumstances, by H. L. Gibbs, 
M.D.” Aman had a phagedenic ulcer in 
the groin, the femoral artery sloughed, 
hemorrhage ensued, and under these very 
“ peculiar circumstances,” Dr. Gibbs, put 
a ligature on the external iliac! 


Then, under the head of midwifery, Mr. 
Toogood, of Bridgewater, in Somersetshire, 
bends the bow of Ulysses, by proving very 
satisfactorily the expediency of inflating the 
lungs of children born in a state of asphyxy. 
« The modes general!y employed to restore 
life, such as immersing the infant in warm 
water, and pouring stimulants down the 


throat, are not at all calculated,”’ he argues, 
“to produce the effect intended.” These 
practices are often useful auxiliaries to ar- 


tificial respiration, which should be main- 
tained for some twenty or thirty minutes, 
although the child to all appearances be 
dead. The life ofa child who had taken a 
large dose of laudanum, was lately saved in 
this way, at least we have Dr. Macleod's 
authority for saying so. 


“ Case of laceration of the perineum, by 
Mr. Williams, of York.” The parts were 
immediately united by three sutures, and 
the woman keeping her legs together, did 
well. A gentleman practising at Shoreditch 
tells us, that such cases are extremely com- 
mon in that neighbourhood, where the poor 
are attended by ignorant midwives. He has 
rarely found it necessary to employ sutures ; 
keeping the parts in apposition, by tying a 





, 


* « Authentic institutions ;” capita! 





handkerchief round the knees, being gene- 
rally sufficient, 


Dr. Cornwallis Hewett, the Cambridge 
professor, famed by obstetrical lore and 
accuracy of diagnosis, has his usual cases of 
fever, and his usual absurdities and vulga- 
rities of style, which, however, we only 
notice in consequence of the odious self- 
complacency and malicious arrogance of 
the graduates of Oxford and Cambridge, 
often decrying, as they are known to be, 
and always oppressing, the physicians of 
other Universities. The following is one of 
the professor's cases, which could scarce do 
credit to the most stupid apothecary’s ap- 
prentice in the kingdom :— 

“* Elizabeth Terry, aged about 18, was ad- 
mitted into St. George’s Hospital, on Wed- 
nesday, May 23d, 1827. The only history 
[of her case] which could be obtained at the 
time of her admission was, that she was at- 
tacked with fever last Sunday six weeks; 
that she has [had] discontinued medicines 
for the last week, during which [time] the 
bowels have been [were] much relaxed ; but 
that she is now no longer subject to night de- 
lirium. At present, she acknowledges no pain, 
but flinches a little on pressure of the abdo- 
men: it is slightly tvmpanitic ; skin is mo- 
derately warm ; tongue is moist, but foul ; 
pulse is very soft and small, beating 152. 

Hydrarg. cum creta, gr. viij.; pulv. ipe- 

cac. comp. gr. v., M. fiat pulvis sexta 
quaque hora sumend.—Haustus salinus 
sextis horis intermediis.—Light broth. 


24th.— Pulse as yesterday ; tongue dryish 
and yellowish brown. No evacuation. 


Serum lactis vinosum.—Repr. medica- 
menta. 


25th.—Only one evacuation, partly liquid, 
but containing some small lumps of feces, 
dark brown [in colour] and very fwtid. Ab- 
domen is tumid ; pressure there (but also if 
applied over the ribs,) excites uneasiness. 
Was delirious during the night; has occa- 
sional rigors ;. skin at present is hot and dry ; 
pulse is exceedingly feeble and frequent ; 
tongue is pasty and brown. 

Olei ricini 5jij. statim, et quartis horis, 
donec dej. alvus; post alvum solutam 
adde Tr. Opii m. iij. singulo haust. et 
repr, pulvis. 

26th.—Was less delirious last night, but 

the EVACUATIONS HAVE PASSED INVOLUN- 
rantty [therefore they are sometimes en- 
dued with volition!]; the abdomen is no 





‘ 
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longer tumid or tender; has had no more 
rigors ; skin at present is warm and dry; 
tongue is rough, dry, and yellow-brown ; 
pulse is still very feeble, soft, and frequent. 


Repr. medicamenta. 


27th.—Is in a decided rigor at present 
(viz. eleven o'clock a.m.) It hes usually 
been at an earlier hour that this disposition te 
riger has shown itself, which used to disap- 
pear slowly, and [to] be succeeded by 
slight increase of the temperature of the 
skin, 

Haust. aque ammonia acet., spir. «th. 

nitrici, syrupi aa%j., tr. opil m. xij., 
M. fiat haustus statim sumendus et 
postea, accedente rigore, repetendus.— 
Sulphatis Quine, gr. ij.; acid. sulph. 
dil. q.s.; medullz panis q.s. ut fiat 
pilula, in febris remissionibus, quarta 
quaque hora repetenda.—Omittr, alia 
medicamenta.— Beef tea, &c., fre- 
quently. 

29th.—Augeatur dosis sulphatis quine 
ad gr. iij. in sing. pil. 

30th.—Doses a great deal. Has not re- 
peated the ether and opiate draught more than 
once daily, on the return of the chilliness. 
Abdomen is supple, and not tender ; has 
passed some liquid and well-coloured evacu- 
ations, the last of them unconsciously. [The 
evacuations passed themselves involuntarily, 
but now: at length the abdomen, or the pa- 
tient, it would be difficult to discover which 
of them, is the unconscious agent in the bu- 
siness.] Pulse is exceedingly frequent, soft, 
and feeble. 

Repr. pil.—Vini rubri 5¥j. ex aqua quo- 

tidie. 

Sist.—Was less delirious during the 
night. [Less delirious! Nothing is said of 
delirium in the report of the preceding day.] 
Has had five or six liquid well-coloured eva- 
cuations; pulse is 160, very small and fee- 
ble. This morning some petechice have ap- 
peared on the right forearm, and on the 
surface of the tongue. 

Repr. pil. sulph. quine tertii quaque 
hora superibibendo haustum sequen- 
tem.—Aqux pimente 5x. ; acid. sulph. 
dil., tr. opii aa m. iv. ; syrupi >i). M.— 
Let strong broth and wine be repeated 
frequently. 

June ist.—Petechie have also affected 
the left arm; blood is exuding from the 
gums, and the lips are incrusted with a black 
fur; the substance of the tongue is quite 
pallid and exsanguine, and its surface ts streaked 
with a pasty brown fur. [How could the Doc- 
tor see the substance of the tongue through 
its surface and the pasty fur covering 
it?] Has had no stool for the last sixteen 
hours, and only one since the last visit. 





Says she has no pain whatever, and she ap. 
pears at present to be perfectly clear in her 
intellects. ‘The abdomen is still supple, but 
is again slightly tender. 

Repr. omnia. 


About eight o'clock r.m, she vomited up 
some black blood, to the extent [measuring 
along the road to Hammersmith] of about 
twelve ounces, and gradually sunk.’ 


God help the professor! ‘ The lungs,” 
he says, ‘‘ were perfeciiy healthy and cre- 
piratine !” ** TuouGu occasionally marked 
with petechial patches, distinctly visible 
through the pleura, the lungs were per- 


” 


fectly healthy and crerirattnG,” clattering, 
crumbling, crackling, creaking, so that they 
had well nigh frightened poor Dr. Hewett 
out of the dead house. He must have hada 
very effectual caveat against the loss of his 


wits! 


Dr. Morton thinks himself justified in 
concluding, ist. That if children are suckled 
for an undue length of time, (that is, for 
any period beyond nine or ten months,) they 
will be liable to be affected in consequence, 
with inflammation of the brain. 


2dly. That the same effect will take place 
in infants suckled by women who have been 
delivered an undue length of time, although 
the infants may not have been at the breast 
for too long a period. 

3dly. That if infants do not become af- 
fected with inflammation of the brain while 


they are thus, as he thinks, improperly 


suckled, they will nevertheless acquire a 
predisposition to attacks of that nature. 


And, lastly, that children who are so un- 
duly suckled, when labouring under other 
diseases, will be much more liable to have 
the head secondarily affected than other 
children. 

The facts may be so, but more experience 
than Dr. Morton appears to have had is re- 
quisite to establish their validity. Deterio- 
rated milk, we should think, is just as likely 
to produce marasmus or scrofula, as inflam- 
mation of the brain. 
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Georgiana, aged two years, had been vac- 
cinated in one point in each arm. She had 
: : a little feverishness for two nights, which 
lier, are not wholly uninteresting ; we can-| commenced on the 4th of November, but 
not see, however, upon what principle the | was followed by no eruption, and would in 


all probability have excited no suspicion of 
t th “*. . ; ! oer 
father, who had suffered severely from the | small-pox, if it had not already pre-existed 


small-pox, and therefore might be supposed | in the family. 

to be well protected against it, should en- | Maria, aged six years, was attacked with 

‘ , a . | the constitutional symptoms distinctly on 

tail a strong predisposition towards it upow 4), o4 of November. Ouly one spot ap- 

his offspring. peared, which was on her upper lip; and 
she was perfectly well on the 9th. 

«“ C.H. T——, Esq., an intimate friend Augusta, aged seven years, began to 
of mine, and an architect of distinguished | sicken on the 4th. The eruption appeared 
eminence, has a family of nine children, all} on the 7th, but it was very slight; and, 
of whom were vaccinated by me in their) though she had rather more debility than 
infancy. My friend himself had suffered | the rest during its course, it faded away in 
severely from the small-pox in his early | an equally short time. 
age, 80 as to leave ground for an apprehen-| Harriet, aged nine years, was attacked 
sion that the constitutions of his children | on the 3d. On the 7th, a very slight erup- 
might be predisposed to its malignancy, if| tion appeared, the characters of which were 
it should happen to invade them. | sc arcely recognisable; and on the 9th, she 

On the 7th of October, 1892, Julia, aged was perfectly well. 
eleven years, was walking out with her| Arthur, aged fourteen, had some symp- 
mother, when a child passed them who had toms which, being similar to those of an 
the small-pox. Her mother did not notice | attack of small-pox, excited an expectation 
the circumstance, but the young lady her- | that he also would have the disease ; but 
self immediately mentioned it in a very! he was well after two days, without any 
marked manner, and she afterwards told | eruption. 
me that she felt at the instant a peculiar; Frederick, aged seventeen, was attacked 
shuddering. On the i4th, she was attacked | rather severely on the ¢d, with consider- 
with the symptoms which usually precede able fever. The eruption manifested itself 


The following observations on small-pox 
occurring after vaccination, by Mr. Cheva- 


the variolous eruption, and on the 16th 1} on the following day ; it was of the mildest 
was requested to visit her. I found her with | nature. On the 7th, it began to fade, when 


an efflorescence of the skin, which I did not 
then believe to be small-pox. There was, 


he felt perfectly relieved, and was well in 
a few days. 
Caroline, the eldest, had been vaccinated 


however, one point on the right’ cheek 
which looked like it; and on the 18th the|in both arms in her infancy, by one punc- 
disease was too well characterised to admit} ture in each, and had suffered from con- 
of any doubt as to its nature, though of the) siderable inflammation in both of them dur- 
mildest character; the efllorescence of the | ing the progress of her inoculation ; she, 
skin (which, in the uncontrolled state of the | however, escaped every symptom of the 


disease, I have always observed to prognos- | 
ticate its most malignant form,) having en- 
tirely disappeared. 

‘On the 20th, the eruption appeared per- 
fect, but the pustules small ; and from that 
time it declined, without any thing like 
secondary fever. On the 28th, there was 
slight inflammation and swelling of the right 
upper eyelid, sufficient to irritate the sur- 
face of the eye ; but it soon yielded to mild 
treatment, and she has since continued in 
perfect health. 

The disease, however, having thus taken 
place in the family, naturally excited anx- 
lety about the rest of the children, in whom 
the consequences appeared as follows : 

Edmund, the youngest, aged seven mouths, 
who had been successfully vaccinated by 
two punctures in each arm, and who was 
not withdrawn from the nursery during the 
illness of his sisters, had no symptoms of the 
disease whatever. 





smal]-pox.” 


Dr. Robertson has attempted to show, 
that the skin does not perform the absor- 
bent functions which are so commonly at- 
tributed to it. 
affection of the system, supervening upon 
friction with mercurial ointment, for in- 
stance, is not occasioned by cuticular ab- 
sorption ; but that it is the consequence of 
the inspiration of mercurial vapour, pro- 
duced by the friction and heat employed in 


He is persuaded that the 


the operation of inunction. His arguments 
do not establish the fact. 
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HOSPITAL REPORTS. 


a 
HOSPITAL OF SURGERY, 
Panton Square, St. James's. 


—— 
LITHOTOMY. 


Case I.—H. Morgan, et. 10, for five years 
had been under the judicious treatment of Mr. 
Simpson, of Hammersmith, who had ascer- 
tained, by the means of the sound, the pre- 
sence of a stone in the bladder, and had 
recommended him to come to the Hospital 
to undergo the operation. The boy labour- 
ed under all the usual symptoms of calculus, 
in a very aggravated degree. The pain, 
after the evacuation of the urine, was fre- 
quently so intolerable, that his cries had, on 
more than one occasion, alarmed the neigh- 
bourhood. Indeed, we do not recollect ever 
to have seen a patient suffer so much agony. 
His general health is good ; but during the 
paroxysms of the complaint he is affected 
with much febrile disturbance, which slowly 
abates. The severity of the symptoms has 
been gradually increasing. Mr. Wardrop 
having frequently sounded the boy, and 
being satisfied of the presence of a stone, 


with the aid of Mr, Lawrence, performed 
the following . 


Operation. 


A common staff, with a deep groove, hav- 
ing been passed into the bladder, Mr. War- 
drop, with a large scalpel having a strait 
and rounded back, made a very free incision 
in the perineum. Then feeling for the 
staff, he dissected down to its groove, along 
which he glided the same knife, and thus 
made the lateral division of the prostate 
gland and neck of the bladder. With his 
finger in the wound, he now discovered that 
the stone was of very large size. He was, 
therefore, under the necessity of introducing 
the knife twice to enlarge the internal in- 
cision, Having done this, the stone, which 
weighed above an ounce and a half, was ex- 
tracted with facility. 

After being put to bed, he had a severe 
rigor, and as he complained of much pain, 
he was ordered a large opiate. In the 
evening, he appeared to be in a low state ; 
his pulse was about 100, small, and flutter- 
ing; he complained of pain in the abdo- 
men and wound. Through the latter, the 
urine had passed freely; he was ordered 
another large opiate. He passed, however, 
a restless night; and in the morning when 
we visited him we were extremely struck 
with the expression of his countenance, 
which was collapsed, and betokened a great 





CASES OF LITHOTOMY. 


sinking of the vital powers, and at the 
same time much bodily suffering. His 
pulse had now risen to 140, and was ex. 
tremely weak, and fluttering. It did not, 
in the least degree, possess the small wiry 
character of peritoneal inflammation. The 
boy complained of much internal pain, and 
had some tenderness of the abdomen. 

Mr. Wardrop stated, that he considered 
the symptoms as resulting from peritoneal 
inflammation, in conjunction with great ner- 
vous exhaustion, the consequence of the 
shock the system had received in the ex- 
traction of so large a stone. The case was 
one of much difficulty, in regard to its treat- 
ment; however, it was evident that de- 
pletion could not be employed, as he would, 
in all probability, have sunk under its use. 
Mr. Wardrop, therefore, with the advice of 
Mr. Lawrence, directed another large opiate 
to be given, with camphor and ammonia, 
The patient, notwithstanding, continued to 
sink, and expired next morning. On dis- 
section, the bladder was found contracted, 
and appeared so small in this state, that its 
cavity scarcely equalled the size of the 
stone. The incision into it was remarkably 
large. The peritoneum, generally, was 
more vascular than it naturally ought, and 
particularly where it was reflected over the 
fundus of the bladder. On its surface, there 
was observed some coagulable lymph in so 
recent a state, as to resemble thick pus. 
The quantity of this was greatest in the 
situation of the ureters. The left kidney 
bore marks of ancient inflammation, Its 
cortical structure being interspersed with 
effusions of lymph, which had completely 
altered its appearance. 


Case II.—J.Chesterman, et. three years 
and a half, who had been under the excellent 
management of Mr. Wilkinson and Dr. Ben- 
son, of Hounslow, was sent to the Hospital 
by Dr. Reece, with well-marked symp- 
toms of stone. The disease had appeared 
soon after birth, and created much suffering. 
His calls to void urine were extremely fre- 
quent and distressing, and prevented him 
from obtaining a sufficient portion of sleep. 
His general health, however, was excellent, 
and he appeared remarkably strong and 
large for his age. The calculus was de- 
tected, the moment the sound reached the 
cavity of the bladder. Being placed on a 
straight table about three feet high, Mr. 
Wardrop, with the same distinguished assist- 
ance, performed a similar 

Operation. 

It is needless to go over its details. It is 
sufficient to state, that the external in- 
cisions, and those of the prostate gland and 
neck of the bladder, were made in the same 
way as in the last, being, of course, propor- 
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tioned to the size of the child. The stone | 
in this patient was small, and could not, for 
some time, be discovered with the finger. 
When once felt, it was easily brought out 
by means of the scoop. 


brought forwards by pillows, the great gash 
in the throat was closed, so as to present the 
appearance of a mere skin wound. Three 
sutures were employed to retain the edges 
in apposition, and it was covered with a 


After the operations, the elder boy, as he |damp rag. The patient could now speak 
suffered much pain, had a large dose of|/and swallow perfectly ; nothing escaped. 
laudanum, (min. c.) and a small gum tube | Opening medicine was administered, and 
was passed through the wound, to prevent | the patient remained quietly in the above 
extravasation of urine. The thighs of the| mentioned position. The cut in the fore- 
younger bad scarcely been brought together, arm, which had penetrated the fascia, was 
when he fell sound asleep. dressed with sticking plaster. 

The great benefit of the operation by the, 13. Venesection to the amount of =xvi, 
scalpel, viz. the facility with which the | on account of pain in the head, and feverish- 
largest stone may be extracted without any|ness. Saline mixture. 
contusion or laceration, struck us forcibly in 15, Four grains of calomel, with twelve 
the first case; in which, although the cal-/of jalap. Saline medicine continued, with 
culus was nearly two ounces in weight, not Epsom salt. 
the slighting difficulty, after the incisions} 18. The wound in the throat has united 
had been made sufficiently free, was expe- | by adhesion, excepting the mere division of 
rienced in bringing it out. ; the skin, which furnishes a little moisture. 

Of the French plan, of using the elastic | Articulation and swallowing are performed 
gun tube to prevent extravasatian of urine, | as well as ever. 
we have not yet had sufficient experience to| 19. He became again disturbed in the 
enable us to express an opinion. It is at-|head, restless, and violent, so that it was 
tended, however, with one very serious ob- necessary to confine him, and to bleed him 
jection, of preventing union by the first in- | twice in the course of the day, twelve ounces 
tention, which, in healthy children, is by no | being taken in the morning, and sixteen in 
means an unfrequent occurrence. |the evening. A saline draught every six 

‘The child had, the day after the opera- | hours, with forty drops of liq. antim. tart. 
tion, symptoms of peritoneal inflammation,| 20. The forearm, which had been poul- 
which subsided on the application of leeches, | ticed for three or four days, began to look 
and the use of the warm bath. red, and to be painful ; xxiv. leeches. 

He is doing remarkably well. 21. Pain in the head with nausea, and 
very foul tongue. Pulv. ipecac. Di, cum. ant. 
tart. g. j. immediately ; after its operation, 
two grains of calomel every six hours. The 
: —? complete adhesion of the wound was shown 
ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. | in the operation of the emetic, which acted 
powerfully, without the least pain or incon- 
CUT THROAT AND INCISED WOUND OF THE] ‘ae ors the wound, and gave consider- 

, ‘| able relief. 

FOREARM, FOLLOWED BY PHLEGMONOUS 23. Extension of inflammation in the 

ERYSIPELAS. forearm, with fever. Great uneasiness of 
Cuarntes Neate, a knife-grinder, forty-| mind; he expresses a wish to die, and a 
seven years of age, had been observed for | persuasion that he shall notrecover ; twenty- 
two or three weeks to be altered and strange | four leeches to the forearm. 
in his manner, when he suddenly attempted | In three or four days the local mischief 
to destroy himself on the 12th of July: he|had increased, and assumed the form of 
first made a cut in his forearm, and then a/ phlegmonous erysipelas affecting nearly the 
large deep wound, from side to side, inthe} whole forearm, and ascending the arm ; 
upper part of the neck. He was broug)t to | thirst, restlessness, great uneasiness of mind 
the Hospital, and immediately seen by Mr./and apprehension, added to the patient's 
Lawrence. The wound, which was some-|sufferings. The recent adhesion of the 
what haggled, had passed between the thy-| wound gave wuy, and it gaped open as 
roid cartilage and the os byoides, detaching widely as at first, with a large aperture into 
the former almost completely from the}the larynx. Fluids now escaped from it in 
latter, and making an aperture into the swallowing. Considering that the case must 
larynx half an ich wide. ‘The carotid artery | terminate fatally, from the unfortunate com- 
was laid bare, and seen beating in the right | bination of so severe an inflammation, with 
extremity of the cut, which had passed | a serious wound, unless the former could be 
above the superior thyroid artery, and had | stopped, Mr. Lawrence made two incisions 
not divided any considerable vessel ; one | through the skin and cellular membrane of 
small artery was secured. When the pa-|the forearm, extending nearly the length of 
tient was placed in bed, with the head js limb. Blood flowed from these at fir:t 
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rather freely, but not more so than is de- 
sirable for procuring relief to the inflamed 
and distended parts ; the bleeding gradually 
stopped, and had ceased in about three 
quarters of an hour, when the patient fainted 
before any means could be adopted for his 
restoration, the state of syncope had termi- 
nated in death. As the arm had been laid 
in a broad wooden platter, the blood was 
collected, and afterwards measured; it 
amounted to a little more than 20 ounces. 
The body, examined the next day by Mr. 
Lawrence, in the size, redness, and firmness 
of its muscles, and the proportion of fat, 
might be called stout and robust. The in- 
cisions in the forearm had not penetrated 
the fascia. A large transverse opening was 
found in the larynx, between the epiglottis 
and glottis, neither of these being injured. 
Considerable serous infiltration was found 
under the arachnoid membrane, and a some- 
what increased quantity of fluid in the ven- 
tricles. The serous membrane of each lung 
had become extensively converted into car- 
tilage ; there were thin plates as broad as 
the finger, and innumerable small flat por- 
tions, from the size of a pin’s head to that of 
a split pea. Immediately under these was 
a stratum of thin compact substance, as 
black as soot. The black spots throughout 
the substance of the lungs were very dark 
coloured and numerous, and the bronchial 
glands peculiarly deep black. Inky fluid 
could be squeezed out of the latter in abun- 
dance, and iu small! quantity, by hard pres- 
sure, out of the compact substance under 





the cartilage. 

Mr. Lawrence observed to the pupils, | 
that the fatal event of this case was one of | 
those unusual occurrences, which neither | 
the circumstances of the patient before, nor | 
the examination after death, could eluci- | 
date. It might be compared to death from 
syncope in venesection, which had occa- | 
sionally happened. He mentioned instances 
of much feebler and more reduced patients, 
in whom the loss of blood had been much 
more considerable, and followed by the most 
favourable changes in the part, and in the 
system. . A robust muscular man, like this 
patient, could not be endangered under 
ordinary circumstances, from the gradual 
loss of twenty ounces ‘of blood; and Mr. 
Stanley, who went into the ward acci- 
dentally, some time after tite incisions had 
been made, and looked at the patient, bad 
no idea of danger. Mr. Lawrence stated, 
that he should, therefore, adopt exactly the 
same practice in another similar case ; but 
he conceived that the present instance would 
suggest the salutary caution of attending 
closely to the state of the circulation on 
these occasions. He mentioned, that he 
had lately made one incision along the fore- 
arm, in a very advanced state of phlegmo- 





nous erysipelas, where the patient, origi- 
nally very weak, had been much enfeebled 
by the disease; the blood gushed out rapidly 
in an immense stream, which was, however, 
immediately checked, by elevating the limb 
perpendicularly, and retaining it for some 
time in that position. 





WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 


CASE OF ANEURISM OF THE ARTERTA INNO+ 
MINATA. 

Ara time when the physiology and dis- 
eases of arteries, owing to the acknowledged 
merits and truth of the scientific principles 
which have been lately established for the 
cure of aneurism, are so universally the sub- 
ject of discussion and interest, we should 
be wanting in our duty, as faithful reporters, 
were we to allow the case of aneurism of 
the arteria innominata, at present in this 
Hospital, and to which we slightly alluded 
in a former Number, to pass away without 
recording its progress, or making comments 
on the plan of treatment which is followed. 

The subject of the disease, a woman 
about thity years of age, is the wife of a 
soldier in one of the regiments of Guards ; 
she is of rather a full habit, and of a very 
restless and irascible temper. Situated un- 
der the right clavicle and upper bone of the 
sternum, and reaching up in the neck con- 
siderably beyond these, is a large and rather 
diffuse swelling, with a pulsation remark- 
ably strong and synchronous with that of the 
heart. If the ear be applied to the chest, 
the noise which is communicated by the 
passage of the blood through the disease, 
is distinctly limited to the situation of the 
arteria innominata and cardiac portion of 
the subclavian artery. The pulsation of the 
right carotid and axillary vessels is of the 
same strength as of those of the opposite 
side ; the right external jugular vein is 
slightly dilated; the integuments covering 
the most prominent part of the tumour are 
at times much distended. 

The patient complains of numerous dis- 
tressing pains and sensations in the neigh- 
bourhood of the disease; she is affected 
with frequent cough, and evidently labours 
under some degree of difficulty of respira- 
tion. We examined the chest minutely by 
percussion, (notwithstanding Mr. Guthrie's 
very proper order that no one should handle 
the patient), and we could discover no rea- 
son to suspect any disease of the lungs or 
of the heart. Dr. Barry, who with his 
practised stethoscopic ear, penetrated to the 
great cireulating organs of the chest, has ar- 
rived, we understand, at the same conclusion. 

The patient has undergone the usual de- 
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ABSCESS BENEATH THE SCAPULA. 671 


pletory system of treatment, and several | portion of the tumour, of which the greater 
« consultations!’ have been held on her case.| mass, however, laid beneath the bone. It 
Mr. Guthrie, under whose care she is placed,| extended to a considerable distance at every 
has expressed his opinion, that an opera-| part ; from beneath the scapula upwards it 
tion = mnagg g a hoe to ewer as far as oe font Oe copotien 
be verformed. Mr. White thinks that there | muscle ; it was elastic, readily yielding to 
is disease of the heart, but on what basis pressure, but no distinct fluctuation was 
he rests this ipse dixit we have not been! perceptible, and the skin was not disco- 
informed. Dowager Lynn and Sir Anthony|loured. The axillary glands were hard and 
Carlisle are decidedly averse to any opera-| enlarged ; the patient’s general health was 
tion, affirming that, under proper manage- | very bad; he had an extremely emaciated, 
ment, the woman may survive for several | unhealthy aspect, and coughed much, with 
years. Whether they have arrived at this | profuse expectoration; the coughing gave 
——— wishing to | the — | no particular impulse to the contents of the 
of the Philippian operation, or because they | tumour. 
dislike every thing new, we shall not pre-| Mr. Tyrrell, after a careful examination, 
sume to determine. Unless, however, some- | expressed his opinion that the disease con- 
thing be attempted for the cure of this/ sisted in a collection of matter; it was ac- 
woman, and that speedily, she will soon be| cordingly noted in his ward-book as an 
beyond the reach of surgical aid. |‘ extensive chronic abscess.”” He directed 
Has Mr. Guthrie forgot the memorable | linseed-meal poultices to be laid over the 
speech which he made when he was ap-/| part, and prescribed calomel and opium for 
— surgeon to Abe 2 gee ? That the ——. eee ee 
if he got any member in the profession to| was firmly of opinion that it was a chronic 
coincide with him in oplnion, as to the pro-| abscess, still as the case admitted of some 


priety of any operation, he would perform 
it, although his colleagues were decidedly 
against it. Is he, we ask, acting up to that 
declaration now? and is this poor woman 
to be allowed, at the present day, to die 
without any attempt being made which 
might afford her the chance of recovery, 
merely because he happens to have col- 


leagues of the old school. We, at least, 
shall keep a faithful watch over her, and as 
the case is one of the deepest consequence 
at the present moment, she shall not be 
allowed to slip through their hands with- 


doubt, suspicions being entertained by some 
of the tumour being of a fungoid character, 
Mr. Green was requested to see the patient. 
We were present when this gentleman saw 
the case, but were unable to glean his opi- 
nion—mystification was the order of the day, 
It was one of three things, two of which 
there was some ‘‘ doubt concerning,” and 
the third was ‘‘ only probable;”’ and, like 
the Ex-Chancellor, Mr. Green, after con- 
siderable *‘ doubting,’ postponed judgment 
sine die. 

At the expiration of five weeks, the ta- 


out every circumstance in her history being| mour having during this time somewhat 


increased in size, but not considerably, a 
puncture was made over the scapula by the 
dresser, when a quantity of bloody serum 
only escaped, This confirmed the sucpicion 
| previously excited, of the disease being of 
| a fungoid character ; but Mr. Tyrrell, how- 
ever, a few days after, on visiting the pa- 
EXTENSIVE ABSCESS BENEATH THE SCAPULA-/ tient, thrust a lancet deeply into a depends 
tat. 24, of dark complexion | ing portion of the tumour, when about six- 
and emaciated appearance, was admitted | teen ounces of tolerably healthy pus follow- 
into William’s Ward, on the 7th of June,;ed. For some days after matter was dis- 
under the care of Mr. Tyrrell, on account of; charged in different quantities, until at 
an extensive swelling of the right shoulder. | length the cyst being emptied pressure was 
Yhe patient stated that the swelling had| employed by means of a bandage, under the 
existed two months: that he had violent} use of which the parts got quite well. 
pains in his limbs, but more especially at At the date of this report, August 18, the 
the shoulder joint, previous to the com- patient has very much improved in his 
mencement of the disease, which ceased! general health; bis appearance has under- 
when the swelling made its appearance.—| gone a striking change. There is now an 
On examining the shoulder, we found aj abscess forming over-the trochanter ; it is, 
round, smooth tumour, apparently com- however, very limited. 
mencing from beneath the scapula, but still) 
there was so much swelling of the integu-| 
ments covering the bone that its processes; * This is a Cooperian panacea, useful in all 
were not discernible, and indeed scarcely to} eases, 
be felt; so that the scapula itself formed a 


recorded. 
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CHRONIC TUMOUR OF THE THIGH. 


of tyme disease commencing from the bone, 
, and radiating amongst the adductor muscles, 
GUY'S HOSPITAL. The cutesins muscle can be distinctly traced 
to the tumour, and to some extent over its 
i surface, but further on it cannot be distin- 
INTERESTING CASE OF CHRONIC TUMOUR OF | puished, having, a8 we may suppose, be- 
SES Waeem, come attenuated from the pressure of the 
Tur following case of chronic tumour in| tumour. On the outer side of the swelling, 
the thigh, which is at present in the Hospi- | there are two distinct projections, each of 
tal under the care of Mr. Morgan, has ex- about the size of a nut, and these are some- 
cited considerable attention. Allan Burns, | what softer than the general mass. 
in his ‘* Surgical Anatomy of the Head and| There are large veins, running over the 
Neck,” where treating of tumours, very | surface of the swelling, and the integuments 
justly observes, ‘‘ That it would be a most | covering it are rendered very tense by the 
desirable object with the surgeon to become | protrusion of the disease beneath, but they 
acquainted with the criteria by which he|are not discoloured at any part. In the 
would be enabled to distinguish those tu- | outer part of the groin, immediately above 
mours which were of a specific from those Poupart’s ligament, there is slight glandular 
which were of a simple nature.” But sub- | enlargement, and the veins at this part have 
sequently he admits, that we cannot, a priori,|a hardened feel, and varicose appearance. 
determine with certainty on the structure The man complains of a dull aching pain in 
of tumours, that we can only form a ‘‘ rude | the thigh, it does not, however, prevent 
notion” of the nature of swellings in the him from sleeping well, and his general 
living patient, seeing that ‘‘ tumours essen- | health is upon the whole good. Mr. Mor- 
tially different in their nature, present ex-|gan, after having carefully examined the 
terually similar features.” However, if case several times, declared his opinion to 
the principle be conceded, which we have | be, that the disease was of a fungoid cha- 
on a former occasion contended for, that tu-| racter, and therefore proposed to the pa- 
mours, primarily simple, may afterwards | tient amputation of the limb, but previous 
assume a specific or malignant character, to the adoption of this measure, he wished 
the diagnosis of tumours is of less mugetl> | tae the opinion of Sir Astley Cooper. The 
ance, as in this case, the one rule of prac- | patient accordingly was seen by Sir Astley, 
tice would necessarily be, extirpation of the | who very decidedly expressed his belief, 
diseased parts. that the disease had nothing specific or ma- 
Case.—J.N, 57 years of age, acarpen-|lignant in its nature, but was a simple 
ter, apparently in good health, and, accord-| chronic tumour. The treatment which Sir 
ing to his own description, a man of tempe- | Astley recommended, was very firm pres- 
rate habits, was admitted into Cornelius|sure to be made over the swelling, with a 
Ward on the 27th of June, with an exten- | view of producing absorption. 
sive tumour of the left thigh. The plan of treatment proposed has been 
The account which he gave of the disease | steadily pursued for several weeks, very 
was, that it had existed three years, com-| firm pressure being kept up constantly by 
mencing with a hard swelling on the inside ‘means of sheet-lead and a bandage ;_ the 
of the thigh, of the size ofa nut, which was| effect has been, the lessening of the tumour 
moveable. He imputed its origin to injury | to the extent of two inches and a half, that 
from violent exertion ; it went on graduaily | is, the limb is so much less in circumference ; 
and progressively increasing in size for up-| with this exception its external characters 
wards of eighteen months, when it began to| remain the same. 
enlarge rapidly, and at the same time the| The patient remains in the Hospital for 
leg was swollen and painful. Being unable! the present, and we shall notice the result 
to pursue his ordinary occupation, he went|of the case. We have thought it worthy of 
into St. Thomas's Hospital, under the care} relation now, that any of our readers may 
of Mr. Tyrrell, where he remained for seve- | avail themselves of an opportunity of perso- 
ral weeks, and eventually left, but slightly | nal inspection. 
relieved. It was the opinion of Mr. Tyrrell, 
(and we believe also of Mr. Green,) that 
the swelling was of a,fungoid character, and 
an operation was proposed, to which, how- TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
ever, the patient would not assent. 
The tumour is of the size of a double fist,)_ E. Z. is altogether in error. The para- 








occupying the middle and inner part of the| graph respecting the lawsuits, in our last 


thigh, very hard and inelastic, irregular on| Number, does not apply to any gentleman 
its surface, and immoveable. Its base has! residing at Paddington, or within five miles 
apparently very extensive attachments to/of that place. Other Correspondents must 
the parts beneath, leading to the impression | stand over. 








